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Seventh Schedule: List | — Union List

Entry 56: Regulation and Development of interstate rivers
and river valleys to the extent to which such regulation and de-
velopment under control of the Union is declared by Parliament
by law to be expedient in the public interest.
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On the basis of the contention of the Amicus Curiae, if a
legislation is made under Entry 56, List 1 of the Constitution,
need for Consent of the States would not arise and the Centre

would be in a position to undertake the project and complete it
within a reasonable period of time.
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Esteemed Thiru V.P. Singh, with the permission of audience.
[ want to say a few words in English. It was 1990: almost 15 years
from now. [ was V.C. Anna University in my third term. Dr.Malcolm
Adiseshaiah informed me as follows:
Dr. Kulandaiswamy! the post of V.C. IGNOU
has been vacant for some time. Recently, the
search committee has drawn up a panel of five
names for the post. Your name 1s in the panel.
However there 1s acute of competition. There
are many influential persons in the list. One of
them from Delhi may get the assignment.
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[ heard it. and lefi it at that. However. there was nothing
that I could do. Also, I was already 1n a position.

One afternoon. there was a phone call from the Secretary.
Minstry of Human Resources Development. He said:

Dr. Kulandaiswamy! your name has been
approved by the Prime minister for the post of
V.C. IGNOU. We have to send the papers to
the President of India for final approval. Before
that I want to have your consent.

Ladies and Gentleman. You know who the PM. was who
approved my name for the V.C. of a National University at Delhi.
It was Thiru V.P. Singh.

I was a stranger to the ministry: there was no one to speak
to the PM on my behalf or bring pressures on the PM. Many other
were trying for the post. It was solely on the strength of my bio-
data; my past record, uninfluenced by any other consideration,
unyielding to any other pressure. he chose to recommend my name
to the President. This small example 1s adequate to measure the
high standards of moral values that characterised V.P. Singhji’s political
decisions.

When I think of Shri V.P. Singh’s brief period of office as
P.M. I am reminded of an anecdote in the life of Thomas Jefferson.

Thomas Jefferson was appointed as the U.S. Ambassador
to France. He took over from Benjaman Franklin whose term was
over. A reception was held in honour of Thomas Jeftferson. During
the tea an old lady approached Thomas Jefferson and asked him:

Mr. Jefferson! are you the person who replaced Benjaman
Franklin?

Jefferson Replied:
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Madam! I am the person who succeeded Franklin. No body
can replace him.

The world does produce come tall men whose personality
1s such that they can only be succeeded and not replaced. Shri.V.P.
Singh 1s one such Leader who can be succeeded, but not replaced.
Now I come to his poems.

(PSHEVTELG) USINES( g (TN SHMUULISY MW HS
G66MG. ST (HhdhS pPTN MBS eT e sor(h: USFNES (g
- @i neug) e - pPETHANGTE GK07E BGESGU
FTUOB)UMHET. G0N § (IS A_(ollT& RESGD 6)UmYs)
GereBOIR IS DS,

B S . ) UG EETsT UTPES (PPEDUIS
&T_(WEME). STl (K& THFMTBEUW T ST MmI&ET 2 60T (h.
DLETTTEY BISET epH UBITY DV (HESE SNSWTdmE). 8
LUl G&C g wad weapeuudsir e &Luie) RBES (Wb, B60TTEY
Bopsas aPpouaisamen. Pelwasd Guawns emeifl sy
Be&aa)bd aHDUTssme). Gevorswol g wesoTeml sy, wWaEEBer A
waaEMmTl. SrP6SVFTECa(h STVHSVFENTAU, BHEVFEET
S5TE58)6 68 Globgnl), o ewrey NUSHEG W) &omu
Bmésas GOYEmag. b)eaTeale) i WD &6 (R
B ERGE NI,

2 UFTGHME 5o B WU fseT, e Wah &6y
UTPUBUG &6IT, ROHUNET HEE. 2 UWTEH BhESY eumiOyl
umy vsPéa_uwadw poer. Jelwss CuwBs 6)gelsy
s mbuaisusnsy.  656)soreoley AT

ewgd asal eErad@mpeir.

Bg) RO WSO S5K0WD; S6TEHT T G606 smeY
NTEEW; 6(h SO PEEIWSUTE HOUPT e i EmE). BSS)
HAT SHAD &6PenSuIsT SemsuUysd 6)&Suywn? 6)eumamud:
veaf&a g @F sTafWb)UnGeT. SSelad sTew 6)Um@HsT



48 (TEG WTE)EF. GLHMNSFTL 260D 5)60)J S61T

B)UMIGTWD. SNG B8 LUFHS F D Sm&E 6)anBa&Emag.
e sud e P ergaateir, FEHGemeTwaaTiaetsir P
ETEUEUMD D GTeNW &TBTUS &060T. $65860 66U a&aPsor
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The poet says: truth 1s like an onion: but no body uses
onion alone for a feast. This observation carries with it a profound
truth.

In science, we make inventions. An invention is finding
truth. But truth by itself has no economic value. An invention is,
that if you split atom it releases energy: But if you leave it at that.
you gain nothing economically. You must make an atomic reactor
to use this invention and generate electricity.

Falling water has kinetic energy. It 1s a truth: but that by
itself has no economic value. You must make a turbine to use this
energy and generate electricity.

The findings ofthe scientist are valuable: they are precious.
But they by themselves have no economic value. You need an engineer
to make use of it by a further step- 1.e.. an innovation. Similarly, the
findings of philosophers have no value by themselves: you need
people to use the findings in real life by creating social organisations
or value systems. This 1s what 1s implied by the observation that
onion alone does not make a feast.
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The poet V.P. Singh maintains in his poem the “*Creation
of Raskshasas or Birth of Rakshasas™ by Maha Vishnu 1s 1in order
to find an occupation for him. Ifthere are no Rakshasas, he would
not have had opportunities to take Avatars and come to the earth.
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Sir, the mythological stories that whenever evil triumphs
on earth, God will take an appropriate Avatar. come down to the
earth and destroy evil have made our people passive. They seem
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to believe that fighting. resisting and destroying evil 1s not their job.
God will take care of it. We need to-day a Periyar to tell them that
God will no more take. Avatars and we have to set right our system.
Good men and women really are those who fight evil. Being kind
and harmless alone do not constitute goodness. One must resist
evil.
Lastly I come to the poem “G@@uusms™: 1.e.. God
Man keeps evolving continuously. Even Swami Vivekananda
says that man 1s progressively evolving to a higher stage. Where
does it end? As a maximum. he could reach the level of a divine
being.
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We have known Shri. V.P. Singh as a political leader: as a
Prime Minister; as a social revolutionary: as the patron of the
disadvantaged and as a Champion for Social Justice. We see in
him, through this book a creative artist; an endowed poet.

I must on this occasion congratulate Dr. Kannan and his
colleagues for the commendable job they have done in rendering

the Hind1 version into Taml.
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