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INTRODUCTION.

T

L[. he Character of Kuchela is the emboidment of
the highess virbues among the Hindu Puranas. The
story of Kuchela is so well knawn that it neads no narra-
tion. There is already a poetical work in Tamil known a3
Kuchelopakyanam widly read in the tamil country.

The Story of Kuchela is narcated by Bh&guvatas at all
times and in all places. However, it is a pity, that such
a popular story, has not been dramatized by any author
in the tamil language; and this defect has bsen rectified
by my friend M. M. V- Qovinda Raja Ayyangar,
of Kambaramayana fame, who has prepared a drama
in tamil, in simple chaste and popular style for the use
of the tamil country.

The work consists of V Acts and each act is divided
juto III Scenes. My friend asked me to write an intro-
duction simply out of my love and admiration for the
character of Kuchela. It would have been much better
had the work been entrusted to better hands.

The work bristles with apt quotations from the
classical works of the Alwars and Kamban and is origingl
(i its plot ete. though bascd on “Srimat Bhgaavathy
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and is clothed in homley and popular cxpressions inenl-
cating pure bhakti and very chaste and nobl. .deas
The conversational style adopted throughout will, T am
sure, entertain every young reader hoth male and female,

The author carefully introluces his characters who
have been given suitable names of his own coinage and
gives the npicture of the national life without spoiling
the Nava Rasa characteristic of the drama.

The poverty has been depicted in its true colour but
the picture has not been overdrawn. The contentment and
Iswara Bhakti, the highest happiness for a poor man in
this world of turmoils, has been maintained throughout
the work by the author, 'The work ought to be in ths
hands of every boy and girl and is in evary way fit to be
introduced as s text book in all the boys’ and girls’
at least as a nondetailed one in every Sccondary and
Primary Schools,

The work, I am sure, will revolutionize the conduct
of modern school boys and girls, many of whcm being
ignorant of how to hehave towards clders. Any ordinary
reader cannot but, Dbestruck with the beauatiful
conversation and behaviour of Susheela and Padmavati
in the first two Acts. It is fit 0 be dramatized in every
girl School.

The author gives a true picture of a poor brahmin
household, leading a pure and noble life. DBhakti pre.
dominates throughout the work. And as such, if s
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hoped that the work will he read in every HWindn
howsehold with mnch profib and the simple and pure
life depicted in the work will be followed by o very
good houscholder in the Tamil land.

The author has  admirably brousht ovt some of
the patent vicos of the sceiety of modern days. The
work does nob make a show  of learning and every
ITindu virtue i3 nobly drawn up in homly and simple
style.

I believe, well wishers of our world renowned simple
homelife of the MHindus, will patronige the author
that he may be encouaraged in writing many move works
of this stamp, popularising the grand truths contained in
oir sacred works.  The reader will understand the other
beautics, wiich cannot be detailed in brief indroduction
fike this.

Thoush written as a drama it has the sweetness of
a novel too. Aund the reader, I am sure, when he beging
to read it once, will mot ley down the book without
tinishing it. It has needless for me to add more, as I am
afraid I will be trespassing into the readers’ own judges
ment of the work. And I leave the rest to the readers
themselves.

The athour 18 not unknown in the land. He was
cditing an instructive and well written Tamil journal
known as *“Lokamitran” for some years, and is already
known to tamil scholars and to intelligent public as good
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lecturey in Kambaramayana. In these days of novels
containing sometimes objectionakle matters of vitiated
taste, the appearance of this noble work at this time,
ghould be welcomed by all who are ntersted in Taml
literature especially, tbe books written for the youngs-
ters and school children.

Though mainly written for the young, it is worthy
of being read even by elders, cosidering the chaste noble
ideas contained in the work. One notewrothy feature of
the whole work is that it avoids flowcry and ornate
style throughout.

The author has carfully used nothing but homely and
everyday expressions even in picturing the scenery
introduced by him. The rules of Sanathana Dharma
have pever be neglected or vitiated even in a single place.
The Hindu virtues have been brought out with a cautious
eye throagbout. The ideas are wholly Hindu; western
thoughts have been carefully kept out by the author.

In conculsion, I would earnestly request every
School manager and pioneers of education in the Tamil

land to see this noble work introduced in schools under
their influence. I hope to see that the scene 111 of the

Act I and thescene IT of the Act IV are put on the
stage on important occasions, in every important town
of our land, at least in the girls’ schools.

KONAPET, } S. Swaminatha Ayvan.

January- 1817 § Fditor “Vidyabhany.”
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