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PREFACE,

This little book is an adaptation to oriental taste of an
English poem—Milton's Comus. The difficulty of such
arendering as will preserve at least the essential fea-
tures, if not all the subtle graces, of the poem, would
have completely deterred me from attempting the task,
were it not that my only motive was to bring within the
reach of my countrymen the sublime and beautiful
thoughts of one of the greatest poets of Great Britain,

2. 1 donot plead this inherent difficulty of the task as
an apology for the shortcomings of my present venture.
There must be some of them, for which my incompetency
has to be responsible, While considering work like this to
be one of the proper means of improving Tamil Literature
ity present transitional stage, I am aware, how little it
is that T can do in the matter, and how even that little may
not bhe what it ought to be. 1 shall dherefore heartily
weleame all suggestions towards the improvement of this,
my maiden endeavour to enrich Tamil ILiterature from
outside sources.

3. Ihave to thank Prof. M. Rangachariar, M.A., of the
Presidency College, not only for the introduction, but also
for many valuable suggestions which have enriched the
present work,  Indeed it isnot too much to say that
the hook nwes its present form to him.

4. For the metrical sings in the book, 1 have to
thank my old teacher, Mr. Gopala Charriarof the Christian
College. 1 also beg to acknowledge my indebtedress
‘0 Messrs. Sriranga Chariar and Srinivasa Chariar for the
valuable help they renderal while the hook was in the
press. '

TRIPLICANE, ) N.R K. T

7h March, 1902. )



INTRODUCTION

of Milton’s Comus. It is, however, not a strict
translation of he Knglish poem ; it is both &
translation and an adaptation of the story as given by
Milton to suit the tastc of the Tamil reader.  The author,
being an old pupil of mine, read to me his work while it
was in manuscript and asked me for suggestions to im-
prove it ; and from the intimate knowledge 1 have thus
been able to acquire of it, I am able to state that in adapt -
ing the story to the Indian reader, the beauty in the plot
and the aim of the English original have been as little
njured as possible. In Milton's Comus the imagery is
almost oriental in its vivid coloration and profusion of
eeling and his ideal of womanhood comes very ncar
o that ancient Indian ideal which is so well depicted in
our Kpic and Puranic Literature. Thus the work lent
itself very well to the treatment of the Tamil translator,
and as a result we have an interesting, though smal 1
addition to Tamil grose Literatue 6f the modern type ;
and I have no doubt that the success of this endeavour
will lead the author to work more and wore in the ficld of
popular enlightenment and Vernacular Literature.
M. RANGACHARYA,
Professor of Sanski 1t
and Comparative Philology.

%HIS small Tamil work is wainly a prose renderin g

Presidency Callege

TRIPLICANE, }
7th March 1g02.
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