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TO
THAT GREAT SCHOLAR AND GREATER MAN
THE REY. WILLIAM MILLER, M.A, LL.D., D.D., C.LE., &c.,

Principal of the Madras Christian College and Vice-Chanoellor
of the University of Madras,

WHO HAS DONE MORE THAN ANY OTHER TO
POPULARISE SHAKESPEARE IN SOUTH
INDIA AND FOR FORTY YEARS HAS SHED
THE LUSTRE OF A LIFE OF
SELF-SACRIFICE AND GOOD DEEDS
UPON THE LAND,

I HUMBLY DEDICATE WITH DEEP GRATITUDE,
REGARD AND AFFECTION, THIS
TRANSLATION OF A MASTER-PIECE OF A
MASTER-SINGER.



A WORD
TO THOSE WHO KNOW SHAKESPEARE IN HIS OWN GARB.

The poets of a nation are the truest mirrorsof itslikesand
dislikes, its hopes and aims ; and nothing will better enable
two different peoples to understand, respect and love each
other, than a right and sympathetic appreciation by each
of the other’s literature. Rendering the choice ideas of
one nation into the Janguage of another will best serve this
purpose. The dramatic form of literature and many of
the Western ideas are alike foreign to the pure Tamilian,
and I have therefore spared no pains to aid him in rightly
understanding and enjoying the play. It is hoped that
this, the most human of the greater plays of the greatest
poet will reach every Tamil home and that my humble
attempt will be the forerunner of many similar efforts by
abler men to enrich the Tamil literature and enliven the
homes of the Tamilians.

The text used by me is that of Cowden Clarke’s
llustrated edition for family-reading.

More than ten years have gone by since 1 read Othello
in the class-room, at the feet of the great teacher to whom
I have made bold to dedicate this rendering of mine. Of
much of what was eagerly engraved upon wy heart during
that happy period of life, time and other pursuits and cares
have left no trace ; but his regretful words at the close of
our study of this play can never be forgotten. Said he,
commenting on the heroine’s character:—* The worst defect
in Desdemona’s character is thoughtlessness. In this world

¢ Evil is wrought by want of thought,
As well es by want of heart.’

And now, my boys, the best of you are only so many
Desdemonas.”

How sad! and yet, how true to the life we live !

MarkAPUR, ‘
15th December, 1902. A. M
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EXTRACTS OF SOME OPINIONS
ON

“PADMAVATI CHARITRAM.”

— e e

The late Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, K, C. S. I:—«It

gives e much pleasure to go through it.”

Justice Sir 8. Subramania Iyer, C. I. E :— The
interesting Tamil Novel.”

The Hon’ble Mr. P. Comaraswamy (Colomho) :—
“T have read it with great pleasure. . . . A hook which is sc
interesting.”

Mr. K. C. Kumarakula Singh Mudaliar Cey-
lon):—* 1 have read it with much interest...The story is in-
structive and well constructed.”

Mr. E. W. Sennatha Raja (Colombo) :—*... Life-like
and highly intevesting...The language is simple, the style clear
and terse, the tone of morality clevated...”

“The Awakened India ”:—'* Padmavati Charitram
is entitled to a decent position not only among Tamil Novels
that have yet appeared, but also among Iinglish ones of the
same kind...Plot and characterisation must he pronounced a
success. The situations are generally well chosen...The style
is usually dignified and free from pedantry...No diffuseness or
languor and some of the descriptions are done with great skill...
On the whole we have no hesitation in pronouncing it a decided
success and no reader will grudge to spend a few pleasant and
profitable hours over it.”

‘““The Ceylon Independent,” Colombo :—* Perhaps
the first Tamil confribution towards high class vernacular
fiction in Tamil India...The first Tamil Novel thoroughly
modern in its nature...Even the style is modern, for it is not



2

the Tamil of the Great Masters, nor colloquial either. It isa
style for the million...The story is interesting, instructive, well
told in good language and tastefully presented.

“The Arya Bala Bodini ” :—“ The book is excellent
Tamil, the plot has been very intelligently conceived.”

“Gnana Bodini”:—“The style is simple. We
heartily recommend the novel.”

“ gfn garO8Fwar ' :— orwar g@iu dasrriser
s nowri g aznilmsBerp g

“ CoorGaruarf ” :— Qi mriviQsl g sillpluTaagaw
Qu@ewliu®s Sar Sapuws.”

“ Morning Star,” Jaffna :— alCsapwrd Jorwews®
wu dasrrwsler var@em s gz’

“Hindu Organ,” Jaffna :—“arfés Jdsap. o@s
woremn 5.”

“ wgnar usdfar ” —“ Qlysssw NeiAmss gyvmars
wil, oC@rs wypQurifsler wnlvwns et g, Fav wgirwrer
sralwmaln o orer &8 Bmas15s0rss &L, Bnei P
dsenéa aeflGp vy sspysugwen s8p peveudgqpor .

Note:—This and the other Tamil novels advertised in the
next sheet are descriptive of native life in South India and
‘have been written after the best English models with & view
to furnish healthy and instructive ¢light literature’ for home
reading.
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TAMIL PROSE WORKS

By A. MADHAVIAH, B. A.

I. Papmavari CHariTRAM.—A story of the Tamil
country. Part I. (first-edition out of stock; second
edition in the Press and will be out very shortly).

Price 0 12 0

1. (@) Do. Do.  Part 11 .. 012 0
Do. Do. Both parts bound
together in cloth ... .. 1 80
I1. VisavamarTHANDAM.—A Tamil Novel 0 12 0
Do. Cloth bound .. 1 20
IT1. MurrUMEENAKSHY.—The  Auto-
biography of a Brahmin girl ... 0 8 0

IV. SuarespeAre For Tami, Homes, I. Othello :
The Moor of Venice—with a life of the poet,
Notes, Commentaries, &c., in easy Tamil prose,
with & portrait of Shakespeare .. 100
Do. Cloth bound ... .. 1 60

Nos. II and III in the Press and will be out
shortly.

Apply to

Messrs. Srinivasa, Varadachari & Co., T'riplicane,
or ‘

G. A. Natesan & Co., Esplanade, Madras.






