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THis Drama which narrates the noble
thoughts and the commendable deeds of
Visvanatha, the first of the Nayak Kings of
Madura. is most respectfully dedicated in
token of his gratitude and esteem by

“THE AUTHOR.
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The play of Visvanatham by the learned Pundit Mr.
C. S. Muthusamy Iyer is a very successful attempt at
dramatising the historical incidents of the time of
Visvanatha Naicker, the founder of the Madura Naik
dynasty. The English model is followed, though the
prose introductions to the scenes form a novel feature
in dramatic attempts of the kind. 1t portrays vividly
the various relationships of the then ruling princes
(both Hindu and Muhamedan) and sets a fascinating
love story in the background of their history. Though
the style is high Tamil and the play is thereby rendered
unactable, yet there can be no doubt thai the literary
merit of the work is high and as such, it 1s a real
addition to high class Tannl literature, nay, also to the
portion of the history of Southern India which treats
of the Naik kings. The work is full of noble poetical
sentiments and commends itself to all lovers of Tannl
Literature. -

Tiruvandram, é

8—11—06. ', Laksuyana Pioay, v, A.,

Dear sir,

I have looked through with great pleasure your
work Visvanatham, a drama relating to the period of the
greatness of Vijayanagar Kindly allow me to say you
have done the work admirably in some parts and on the
whole it is a very creditable performance in modern
Tamil. I was struck with the simplicity of language
which has been attained while maintaining the classi-
cal grace of diction.  In these days when the Univer-
sity requires modern works in the vernaculars, your
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work ought to be a welcome addition and I hope the
University will make use of the work, as they had done
a similar work before, viz Manonmaniyam of the late
Mr. V. Sundramn Pillay of Tiruvandram. Thanking you
for having given me the pleasure of reading an advance
copy of your excellent work, and wishing you all

succeess, I remain,
Chamarajendrapet, Yours sincerely,
Bangalore City, S. KrisaNasvamr IVENGAR, M. &,
29—11—06. Professor, Central College.

Dear Sir,

I am very glad that you are now re-issuing in book
form your Tamil Drama of Visvanatham. I read it with
considerable interest as 1t originally appeared in the
pages of the Tamilakam. 'The interestingestory which
you havé woven out of an episode in the history of the
Vijayanagar Nayaks and the fine poetical style in which
1t is written make 1t very pleasant reading.

It possesses high literary merits which make it, in
my opinion, eminently suited for a Text Book in Tawil.
In point of literary form and finish your work will bear
comparison with Sundaram Pillay’s Manonmaniyam.

[ am yours sincerely,
K. RAMARATNAM AIVER, B. A
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«“A> INTRODUCTION. &N

S S ——

(JISVANATHAM, as the poet himsell styles it, is an

" historical drama in five acts. 1t glovifies the deeds of
Visvanatha, an ideal hero, and the fivst of the Nayak line of
kings of Madura. He was the son of Nagama Nayak (‘Cama-
nayque’ in the chronicle of Fernao Nuniz) who was the chiel
of the guards in the arwy of Krishna Deva Raya. The early
breeding and education of Visvanatha who wasa pet in the
palice was theYefove in the vight royal style, and it is said that
he was a friend of Achyuta Raya, the brother of that illustrious
king of the Second Dynasty of Viayanagar, Krishna Deva
Raya. It is not my purpose here to sketch out a hiography of
this eminent personage in South Indian History ; that, in the
wain, has been so well done by the poet humself in his work.
My chief aim now is to point out the historical basis of this
drama. The life-history of Visvanatha is found to cover the
first sixty four years of the sixteenth centary; in fact he was
born aiong with that century and died about A. D. 1564, His
naie is always associated with another great hero of Southern
India, namely Aryanatha Mudali who was his friend, coun-
sellor, and minister. The poet says that Aryanatha Mudali
was 26 years old in the year 1512 of the Christian era. This
is evidently an exaggeration, as we tind that Aryanatha died
about the close of the sixteenth century at the vipe age of
nearly 98 years in his new-made home at Solavandan in
Madura. It seems to me that perhaps Visvanatha and Arya-
natha were of about the samne age, if ‘the labter was not a
little younger than the former as persumably one is led to
think he was. Both Visvanatha and Aryanatha distinguished
themselves early in the service of Vijayanagar and both of
them gradually rose up the ladder of civil and wilitury service,
the latter at first becoming a captain in the army of Nagama.
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Visvanatha had more of the softer qualities in him, and to
him therefore even a royal alliance by marriage was reserved
It seems that about A. D. 1535 Visvanatha was made the
commander-in-chief of the forces for the signal services
rendered by him to Achyuta, his friend and master. 1t was
by the same kingly well-wisher Achyuta that Visvanatha was
later on commissioned to go to the country of the Pandyas,
there to carry on the Government of that land in the interests
of the mad king Guna Vira Varman, the last of the nominal
kings of that country. On the death of the same insanc
Tamil king, Rama Raja of Vijayanagar scems to have acceded
to the request of the people of Madura and to.have virtually
installed Visvanatha on the throne of the Tamil ccuntry.

The history of Vijayanagar commencing from the ac-
cession of the great Krishna Deva Raya down to a few years
in the reign of Rama Raya has been laid under contribution
to supply matter for this drama, and naturally therefore the
poet ought to have had before him a panorama of diversifying
incidents from which to sclect; and I fully believethat he has
done his work pretty satisfactorily. He has not sacrificed his-
torical trath very niuch in the interest of producing a good
poetic etfect. The selection that he has made of the history of
the Second Dynasty of Vijuyanagar he has himself given us in
his argument (s gr#a8rs0). and therefore it is not necessary
for me to repeat the sume. The relation that existed between
Krishna Deva Raya and Ismail Adil Shah of Bijapur, their
several relations with the Portuguese at Goa. the condition of
international trade, the quarrel about “Raichur and the
Doab”, the splendid rise of Hindu greatness in the reign of
Krishna Deva or Achyuta, the confusion and anarchy that
followed the death of Achyuta, the machinations of Ibruhim
Adil to bring down the glory of the “City of Victory”, the
accession of Rama Raya which was a sign of peace — (but
alas? only for a short period) — all these are rapidly and
playfully touched upon by the poet in his wonderful drama
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whose diction, I think, will equal, if not excel, the late lament-
ed Professor Sundaram Pillai’s Manonmaniyaimn for its smooth-
ness. To really understand the historical basis of this drama
I would recommend the reader to study Robert Sewell’'s “A
Forgotten Empire” — chapters 9 to 14, and especially the
two documents appended to the book, namely the Narra-
tive of Domingos Paes and the chronicle of Fernao Nuniz.

Ranging as it does over a period of exactly half-a-century
e, from A, D. 1509 to A, D. 1559 the drama certainly fails to
satisfy us on one score, namely that of want of unity of time
and place. "l.‘l}e poet will perhaps plead that Shakespeare too
was guilty in having bodily transported across the channel in-
numerable infantry and artillery in the space of a few minutes
to avray them before the walls of Agincourt. But a too
rapid scenic change either in place or time sometimes does
mar good effect and leaves the audience to question where
they are.  Happily, however, the interest o# the story and
the smaoth dietion transport ns right through readily, and
we are not left to gape in wonderment. Unity of action is
always well kept up, and though descriptions of battles,
sieges, courts, camps, marriages, processions, love-episodes,
incidents of domestie life, ways of friendship and sweet
recreation are all mixed up, they are mixed up in such a
way that one is prompted to say in satisfaction, “Well, let us
have all these variegated landscapes: we can view them pretty
well, standing as we do on this prominent rock.”

The threads of the plot that are interwoven to pro-
duce a pleasing effect may be analysed into five or rather six
events. They are, 1 think, i. the diplomatic relations of
Vijayanagar and Bijapur during three successive generations.
ii. the love-episode of Visvanatha and Kanchanai. the hero and
the heroine, their trials and their triumph, iii. the causes that
led to the battle of Solamaligai and its results, iv. Nagama's
treachery, the hattle of Solavandan, and the reinstatement of
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Chendrasekara Pandya, v. the fresh laurels obtained by
Visvanatha in the siege and battle of Raichur, vi. and lastly
the crowning glory of Visvanatha at Madura. Of these events
No. ii. might be set aside as a pure myth or the fancy of the
poet. Krishna Devais said to have had two danghters only and
they were respectively married to Rama Raja wnd to Tirumal
Raya alias Jeeva Rai. To events iii & iv, the poet, I know is
indebted to the Madura and the Tanjore District Manuals, the
works of Mr. Taylor, and the variornm history of Sonth India
written by Mr. 8. P. Narasimhalu Naidu of Coimbatore. "'le
siege and battle of Raichur is ascribed by most historians and
witnesses to Krishna Deva Raya and not to Achyuta as is here
done by the poet. His anthority is =*Achyuta Rayabhyudayam™
a manuascript find of Mr. T, S. Kuppusvaiui Sastriar, a pati-
ent labourer in the ficld. Therein the whole credit is given to
Achyuta. Dut both the Persian histerian Firishtah who for
some time resided at the court of the Nizam Shahs of Ahmad-
nagar and Fernao Nuniz who had personal aceess to the court
of Vijayanagar plainly state that the incident referred to
occurred in the reign of Krishna Deva Rava in 1520, and
Robert Sewell. after a careful sifting of evidences arrives at
the 19th day of Muay of that year as the date of the battle. In
the face of such overwhelming evidence, we have to reserve
judgment for the present.  Perhaps the battle of the Krishra
where Malu Khan was forced to retreat and Tsmail Adil pur-
chased peace refers to a different event in the reign of Achyuta,
But after all according to Nuniz Achyuta was not the right
sort of & king t¢c war with Adil Shah, and it is said by the
same authority that the debated land ‘‘Raichar and the Doab”
was eventually lost to.the Hindus in 1530. 1 am therefore led
to think that the author Rajanatha Kavi extolled Achyuta to
the skies and transferred the glory of Krishna to Achyuta,
prompted as he was by self-interest and other considerations.
But to come to the point, although the poet might have erred
in this respect, the description of the siege and battle of
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Raichur is faithful and does not at all suffer in consequence,
The diplomatic relations of the two courts of Vijayanagar and
Bijapur, and the life-incidents of Visvanatha are generally
well depicted, and on the whole the web of the plot is most
artistically woven. The play is highly commendable for ity
heauty. o

The characters of the play are likewise varied and present
interesting study. The hero and the heroine are indeed ideals,
and you vainly search for even a single blemish. The maj"és,
tic bearing and the catholic spivit of the hero quite in keeping
with his breadth of views and love of justice; the soft feminine
virtues of Kanchanai ; the extreme loyalty of Murti and her
desire to please her mistress; the changing moods of the
sprightly Mathivilasini; the mathematic precision and the
calm demeanour with which Aryanatha canducted the
military operations at Raichur; the rather enfeebled
Achyuta jdelighting in sensual pleasures; the treachery of
Nagama, the wily Mangamma, the cunning minister prone to
vice later on,—ali these mingled up in nice proportions add
grace to the poem. "The eritical positions in which Visva-
natha is placed try his soul, and after every ordeal he comes
out glorious. He would not wound anybody’s feelings, but
would always help the weak and render service where it ought
to be rendered. Krishna Deva is represented in the play not
as a mere figure-head but as a king whose words were highly
respected. He is said to be resting upon the glory that he
had already won. The simple logic of the Jaffnese when
they discover Chokalingan deserting the cause of Virasekara
is most realistically told, and Puntattai is at once pleased
with the argument. The imprisoned lady mourning her fate
on the moon-lit night in the upper storey and her rescue by
means of & rope-ladder are calculated to rouse our feelings
by action. But what is wonderful there is the simple way in
which gratitude is expressed. I would fain speak of more
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characters, if space wounld allow me. A host of other charac-
ters remain to he pictured, poor Xanakavalli accepting a
pitiance to live upon, Malu Khan, Salabat Khan and the rest.
I leave all these for the careful study of the reader. I would
also point out the beauties, the choice expressions, and the
nice sentiments, but space forbids my doing this.

In conclusion, I recommend this play very earnestly as
a book fit for the reader’s leisure-study, fully believing that
he will be repaid the trouble of perusal. The poet richly
deserves encouragement, and in these days when modern
‘vernacular literature has to be developed. 1 believe that it is
the duty of the educated public to welcome such poets who
show adaptability to modern conditions.

With this fore-word T bless Visvanatham and earnestly
pray that God will be pleased to secare it the success it so
well deserves.

TAMIL SANGAM, T. RAJAM AIYANGAR, B.£.. L.1.,
TAXIORE, §»

1st Dec., 1906. A Member,
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