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PREFACE

{r does not requue much thinking to realse that
a competent knowledge of Tamiland 1ts hiterature
1 mdispensable to students of South Indian
History, to the South Indian Government, to
missionaries and others, who have to deal with
the Tanuhans, and to the Tamilians themselves
Tamil 15 so rich and ancient, and its hterature
<o vast and wondeiful, that a knowledge ot them
must be very useful to others too Euopeans,
who bestowed any attention upon Tamil, have
praised it very highly  “Perhaps no language,”
wiote Perceival, ¢ combines geater force with ¢qual
brevity, and 1t may be asseited that no human
speech 1s more close and philosophic in 1ts expres-
~ton as an exponent of the mind ” Winslow said

* 1t 1s not perhaps extravagant tosay thatin its
poetic form the Tamil 1s more polished and evact
than the Greek, and, m both dialects, with its
borrowed treasures, more copious than the Latin
In1ts fulness and power, it more resembles English
and German than anv other hving language ”
Whitnev observed that he was mtormed by “ an
Ametican who &as born mn Southein India and
grew up to speak its language vernacularly along
with his English, a man of high education and
unusual gifts as a preacher and writer, that he
esteemed the Tamul a finer language to think and
JSbeak 1n than any European tongue known to
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hm” Mamil lterature 1 “one, ot which any
nation might be proud,” wrote Kellet My learned
tather himself has often remmded me that one of
the main objects of studymg Tamul literature 1s to
know and catch the genius of the ancient Tamil
people  Indeed, the varous kinds of elhptical
constructions, In which Tamil greatly delights, the
philosophic sequence of thmgs that 1t always
maitams mviolate, the logical and musical chowe
ol terms, that it often makes tiom a veritable host
o synonyms, the mplied significations, that it
otten presents to the caietul reader, the numerous
and extraordmary poetic licenses, that it enjoys,
and, above all, the extreme elasticity, by which
1t possesses a laige amount of linguistic economy,
anel 15 capable of bemg mterpreted according to
the mtellectual capacity of the teader, these—these
alone, which none can deny 1t, are likely to make
any one, who 1s nghtly and faithfully devoted to
1~ hiterature, a person of no mean mental powets

1t the study of such a language and hteiature
 quite worthy of earnest solitude, 1t follows
naturally that Tamil Grammar, which quickens
ind facilitates that study, equally deserves cateful
attention  Thete 1s also another thing to strongly
rccommend the latter  There is no easier and
better method of gauging ghe genws and
mental acumen of the ancient Tamil race than
to study their science of grammar, which they
have carried to a very high degree of perfection
Their subtle lnguistic observation, their happy
mvention of the wondertul sutra-devicé, theis
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logical artangement of the rules, and cheir elab-
orate methods of construing them cannot but be
the wonder of all ages. Brotherton wrote that the
Tamil Nannul s “the most logically arianged
grammal n the universe,” but that 1s not the
oldest, and the fullest, and the best, we hayve, tor
there exist i Tamil grammatical works tar
more anclent, tar more volummous, and tar mote
tamous than the Nannul

It s a pity, however, that Tamul Grammar ~
genetally neglected both by masters and pupth
m schools 11t 15 ever taught at all, it 15 mosth
taught verv diylv and blindly A guide engaged
to take a new-comer through a‘very mteresting
country may be making his own work and that ot
the visitor easy and expeditious, 1t he sits down
with his chaige m a certain corner, and guves hir
a mere oral description of the land and ol the
things he had observed there, but it can never be
so useful and mmpressive to the visitor as the slow
and often pamful, though sometimes pleasant
tour round the country, which enables the stranget
to open his eyes wide and make his own observa-
tions and draw his own conclusions, with as vers
hittle help as possible from his guide  Similatly,
the mere giving of rules framed by others on the
basis of the grammatical observations made by
them, may be easier both to the teacher and the
taught, but it 1s largely simple memory-work,
and fails to draw out the discerning powers of the
voung mind, and to cultivate an mdependent and
Investigating spint so essential to the study of
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grammar' My great love and admiration for
Tamil literature and its grammar, my long exper:-
ence in teaching them, and the importance that
was recently aftached to Tamil grammar n the
S S L C Examination, have all prevailed on me
to publish 1 the following lew pages my most
homely and mtelhgent method of teaching and
learnng  Tamil Grammar quite successfully.
Aassuming for the nonce that there is no cut and
dry science of grammar yvet m Tamil, the master
and his pupils are supposed to confer together to
make language observations and analysss, and
mvent names for the various findings and pecul-
arities, that come to their notice, the master, of
course, playng only a subordmate part, because,
though as the president of the class he enjoys full
powers to guide, question, and oversee it, he can
only withhold his assent to any of the names or
measures proposed, but can never come forward
with any open suggestions of his own

A few of my deviations mav require some
explanation  The grammar of nouns, verbs, an
particles precede the grammar of letters for the
simple reason that children leatn to utter names
and sentences before they are taught letters
Seeing that not only children but also manv
grown-up people all over the Tamyl world confound
the sounds of some letters, Tamil phonetics has
heen mtroduced to a certain extent, and the pupils
must be made to feel the particular part of the
vocal chamber, where a letter takes its rise, and
also the particular organs that come into play
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when that letter 1s correctly pronounced  Mirrors
may also be used here at the discretion of the
master A knowledge of mitials and finals will
be helpful in tamilifying foreign words to suit the
gentus of Tamil  The difierent doubling and
coalescing of letters will enable pupils to spell
many words correctly But the various changes
that words and letters undergo for the sake of
metre, and the different kinds ot words and devices
that specially belong to poetry. can be studied
with advantage only after Tamil prosody has been
learned a little, and they have been omitted i this
elementary work The modifications of sounds,
and consequently of letters, that occur when words
blend together. have nothing artificial about them,
and the young ones are asked to pronounce words
rapidly two by two and observe the vocal changes
well, and record them faithfully, all difficult cases
and inferences are reserved for a future stage To
avold all prepossessions on the part of the pupils,
the contents and the lesson headings are omitted,
and only an Index 1s placed at the end Masters
may very freely supplement questions, and,
especially exercises, but they should never deprive
the puptls of their “sacred right ot discovery”

Learned and indulgent reader, the little book
1s now before you, and please

“ Be to her virtues very kind,
Be to her faults a little blind ”

St Paul’s HicH ScHOOT,
S*P G, VEPLRY, § S D SARGUNAR

MADRAS
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