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PREFACE

A Teacker has as his subject Life and Mind.

THRING.

‘HE present age is sometimes called the Era
of the Child in view of the great importance
attached to the study of child life and to the"
application, in the training and education of children,
of the results of such study.

In the West, great strides have been made, wrong
ideas pulverised, and improvements effected in the
methods of teaching children., Research work is
being done by enthusiastic educationists and their
noble endeavours are yielding a rich harvest in correct
methods of education. But these ideas have yet
to be broadcast to teachers of the young in India.

The supreme importance to parents as well as
to teachers of a sympathetic observation of the
characteristics of childhood and of sensible methods
of educating Infants is being iterated by those who
are competent to speak on the subject with an
.emphasis which can no longer be ignored.

Thre Auxiliary Committee of the Indian Statutory
Commission have stressed the ‘need for special care’
jn selecting qualified teachers for primary classes, and
have observed, “In Indian primary schools, as they
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are at present, the maxim of ¢ the best teachér for the
youngest children’ is specially applicable.”

The following pages seek to present, in simple
language, the truths about Child Education which—
the author with his long and varied experience
in the training of teachers is persuaded—form
the indispensable modicum of information which
every kindergartner must possess. It takes for
specific treatment the outstanding physical and
mental characteristics of children, elaborated by
great educators like Froebel, Rousseau and Herbart,
and endeavours to show how advancing knowledge
of childhood as explained by eminent investigators
like Dr. Oppenheim, Perez, Currie and Sully demands.
not only that the adult should not read himself into.
the Infant but that all normal, healthy activities of
children need wise direction and encouragement for
the healthy growth alike of the mind as of the body.

The material is presented in an Indian setting with
examples taken from the homes and environment of
children which would be quite familiar to teachers in
South India.

At the present moment when, in the Department
of Education, efforts are being directed towards.
¢increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of existing
schools,’ the author hopes that this book may, in its.
own humble way, make some small contribution
towards the object by seeking to gwe some help to
teachers.

C.P. V.
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