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PREFATORY NOTE

The idea of writing an terlude or short dramatic piece
in Tamil was originally suggested to me by the Rev.
R. U. Potts, M. A, in connection with the visit of T
Excellency Sir Arthur Lawley to the S. . G. High
School, Vepery, in March 1907, *“ Prince Desing” was
the piece represented. T was encouraged to write a few
others of the kind by His [Excellency's gracious remark
on that occasion—"1 should like to tell you, if T may,
that it is a great pleasure to me to be here this afterncon
to be a witness of the feats of the pupils whether gymnas-
tic, dramatic or vocal music, and to congratulate them on
their performance and to thank the Tamil Pandit who
took special pains on this occasion to render into Tanul
the Drama which we saw so excellently rendered,”’
These 1 now present to the public in the form of the
“Tamil Dramatic Interludes.”

It is hoped the book will be useful to students on
occasions of prize-giving and similar functions in schools
and for general reading outside the class-room.

I must acknowledge my indebtedness to M. R. Ry,
Rao Bahadur L. C. Williams Pillai Avergal, B. A,,
F. M. U., for his very kind introduction to the book,
and to the Rev. R. U. Potts, M. A., for his kind per-
mission to dedicate it to him.
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INTRODUCTION

IT is a fact, and a painful one, that the study of the
vernaculars is utterly neglected.  The study of English,
whereby one can, in these days, earn his living far more
easily even with a smattering of it, than with the rarest
scholarship in one of the vernaculars, has overshadowed
the study of the Indian languages including Sanskrit.
The decadence of vernacular study is <o ramd and
pronounced that it is feared a time may shortly come when
Hindu students might wonder who Kamban or Kahdasa
or Tiruvalluvar or Villiputhurar was, while they can
discourse learnedly on Homer and Virgl, Shakespeare
and Milton.

In spite of the general neglect of Tamil among
other vernaculars, it is a matter for deep thankfulness
that ripe scholars like Arumuga Navalar, Thamodaram
Pillai, Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminatha Aiyer, and
members of the Madura Taoul Sangam, have rescued
from oblivion rare Tamil works that Jay buried in worm-
eaten cadjans, and have published them for the benefit
of the Tamil-speaking people of South India and Ceylon.
It is due to the labour of love bestowed by these grand
scholars, and by the European admirers of Tamil Like

Drs. Pope and Caldwell, that the study of Tamil is still
cultivated by a small minority.
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Mr. Namasivaya Mudaliar is one of the very
few animated by the same spirit as these great men and
has heen earnestly striving to do his best to promote the
study of Tamil, a language, unlike the other Vernaculars,
independent of any other language, and claiming for itself
a hoary antiquity similar to that of the classical languages.

tTe has brought out, among other works, the
Dramatic Inuterliudes, which consist of learned dialogues
on various subjects, clothed in pure, idiomatic and yet
simple Tamil, removed alike from the stilted and recondite
style of the Pandit as from the vulgar, colloquial style
that s finding favour with people possessing not scholar-
ship cnough to appreciate and enjoy classical Tamil,
pure and undefiled. :

e has made the dialogues mteresting and instruc-
tive 1in matter, and has enhivened his pages with original
Tamil verse, simple and euphonious, giving a charm and
variety to the whole production.

The book should be popular not only with the
general reading public, but also with  students who
require the best specimens of Tamil literature to study

and imitate.
L. C. WILLIAMS PILLAI
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[Adapted and Dramatised in Tamil from King John and the
- Abbot of Canterbury)

THIS PIECE
WAS DEDICATED
WITH HIS KIND PERMISSION TO

THE LORD BISHOP OF MADRAS
IN MARCH, 1909

AN INTERLUDE!
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[The court of justice is a sacred temple ; the Judges presiding
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Prince Desing:

[Adapted and.Dramatised in Tamil from the Tales of Ind.,
by T. Ramakrishna — the South Indian DPoet.]

THIS PIECE
WAS DEDICATED
BY KIND PERMISSION TO

H. E. THE GOVERNOR OF MADRAS
IN MARCH, 1907.
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