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PREFACE.

HIS book is a reprint of the several articles contri.

= buted to the SRI VAN! VILASINI. The minor

stotras mentioned thersin are given here in full

for the benefit of the readers. The narrative

itself is written not with the modern critical spirit but

with the view of intusing in the minds of the readers a

profound love and veneration for the life and teachings of

the master-philosopher who has been acknowlédged by

all the scholars as the greatest intellectual glant the
world has ever seen.

Swami Vivekananda, in the course of hlslecture on
“The Sages of India, " thus speaks of him.

“But India has to live.and the spirit of the Lord
descended again. He who declared that ‘I will come
whenever virtue subsides’ came again and this time the
manifestation was in the south and up rose that young
Brahmin, of whom it has been declared that at the age of
sixteen he had completed all his writings; the marvellous
boy Sankaracharya rose, The writings of this boy of 16
are the wonders of the modern world, and so was the boy,
He wanted to bring back the Indian world to its pristine
purity, but think of the extent of the task before him.
| have told you a few points about the state of things
that existed in India. All these horrors that you are
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trying to reform are the outcome of that reign of degra-
dation. The Tartars and the Belluchis, and all the
hideous races of mankind, came to India and b.eca'me
Buddhists and assinfilated with us and broaght their
national customs and the whole of our national life
became a huge page’of the most horrible and the most
bestial customs. That was the inheritance which that
boy got from the Buddhists and from that time to this
the whole work in India has been a reconquest of this
Buddhistic degradation by the Vedanta. It is still going
on, it is not yet finished. Sankara came, a great philo-
sopher, and showed that the real essence of Buddhism
and that of the Vedanta are not very different but the
disciples did not understand the master and had degra-
ded themselves, denied the existence of the soul and of
God and had become athiests. That was what Sankara
showed and all the Buddhists began to turn to the old
religion.”

As Manilal N. Dvivedi says, fascinating, wierd musie;
lucid, chaste, powerful, balanced expression; universal,
unsectarian, fearless, loving exposition;—these are some
of the characteristics of his varied literary style. He
was a real master of the Philosophy he preached; he can
express it in half a verse, or a quarto volume of many
hundred pages. He would readily break a lance with any
advepsary, athiest, materialist, ritualist, magician, ascetic,
Yogi or Tantric. His writings largely reflect the spirit
of the age he lived in; but the magic of the master whose
wand can weld all difference into the homogeneous unity
of his spell is unmistakable throughout. The glory of
his literary activity is his masterly commentary on the
Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita and the Brahma Sutras,
to say nothing of the numerous precious poems, large
and small, which survive to the present day on the lips
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of many a follower ot the Adwaita Philosophy. The
permanent charm of his name lives undoubtedly in the
Adwaita Philosophy-he taught then and tor ever to India
and the world at large. Such was the r%ighty Spirit that
underlay the shell bearing the name of Sri Sankara and
undoubtedly the Philosophy he taught and explained is
pre-eminently Universal. Ther‘e is no shade of opinion,
no method or discovery of Science, no department of
experience, which may not find its proper place within
the ample folds of Adwaita philosophy. It is the source of
much needed peace and happiness to mankind, it is the
law and life of every great action, it is the balm of all evil.
One touch of it makes “the whole world kin.” It puts new
life in action, new meaning in words, new vitality in forms,
new things in thought. The Adwaita Philosophy is the
gospel of Nature; .-Nature, not as understood by dogma-
tic materialism, but Nature, the sqyrce and support of all
life and all love. It throws.a bridde across the wide gulf
of country and cout‘x_:t‘i'y,‘, nation¥#id nation, caste and
caste, individual and indiVidual. .-‘?llﬁus it melts all sha-
dow of separateness into the substance of unity. Says
the Master in his inimitable Manisha Panchakam: ‘In
that thing, the inner being of all, the billow-less ocean of
native bliss and light, what means this nightmare of
separateness, creating distinction of Brahmana and
Chandala and soon.” All philosophy has from of old been
defined as the search after the one in the many, and if
any one has successfully solved the problem of ‘one in
many,’” ‘ Unity in variety,’ in its social, religious and
political application, it is this one man of his age—nay of
all age —Sri Sankaracharya. Let this Universal aspect
of his teaching be never absent from the minds of our

readerc
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It is such a mighty personage, that we have attempt-
ed to depict in tiese-pages and if a perusal_of the boolf
tends to instil meo the minds of our readers supretne
Bhakti towards the Garu, we shall deem qurselves amply
rewarded.

Brirangam, ) J. X. Ralasubrabmanyam.
#th January 1907. f
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