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PREFACE.

“Of the five daughters of Aurangzeb, history
bas thought fit to give a prominent place, and lite«
rature to count as ode of its devotees, his eldest prins
cess, Zeb-un-Nisaonly; and, indeed, even a superficial
gbudy of the times of that great Emperor shows what
a large part she fills on the canvas of bis life, The
reason is not far to seek. With all his faults, the
Emperor was a devout, a bigoted Mahommedan,
and his daughter was.as learned in-the religious lore
ag himgelf. - Partiality for her, haying its origin in
such a vital subject as religion, had gradually helped
to make a spoiled child of her, to such a degree that
at times she wag not afraid to set the will of her father
at defiance.........Latter-day historians have tried to
throw a halo of romance round her, by depioting her
as a pining lover, going to her grave with a passion
still burning within her. Shivaji’s presentation to
,Aurangzeb inopenDurbar was watched from behind
the pardah by the ladies of the Seraglio. Zeb-un-
Nisa is said to have been struck by the comeliness of
his person, and to have fallen in love with him at
first sight. It is also said that news of his pride. his
courage, his aiventurous life, and his early exploits
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in the Deccan, bad already Iaid the mine which but,
a spark was needed to ignite; the spark was Jurnish-
ed by the haughty deportment with which Shivaji'
carried himself in the Diwan-e-Am..,,..Shaistkhan’s
wife, a relation of Aurangzeb, had, after her re-
turn from the Deccan, never failed to urge him to
capture and kill the man (shivaji)who had killed her
son-and wounded her husbavd. Aurangseb WM
-only too Wnllmg to-accede to her wishes, But H* m
publio. opinion, as represented by the Rajppr

at-his Court, compelled him to stop shop i 14
the -extreme step. Zeb-un-Nisa, aft
8aid, solicited her father to allow her v marry Shi-
waji, and he consented,. provxded the Maratha .ohief
became a gonvert to Isly p++ This was impogsible;
Bhivaji sometime after eseﬁped from his pmon and
Zeb-un-Nisa's uerequited and unfulfilled passion turn-
ed to poetry for congolation, whers, in - the:saddest
of songs, she is reporboﬁ to have poured out her
ehastest and best love-lamenmtm”

There has bean a rage of wntroversy over. this,
~a<ffur, and several theories haye been rampaat upon-
‘thissubject, English,Mahommedan,and Maratha histo~
‘vians have i many instances distended thejr imagina-
7 %uigbun-Nisw; Princess; Poctoss” by Mr. Kvishualal M.

Jhavari M., LLB.
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Mons to onre side or the other, sometimes with an
extraorditmry amount of Vehemence. I is true, that
shewas & learned and accomplished lady. - Arabic,
‘Persian,Galigraphy,Koranic studies, prose and postry
shewas a mistress of. A model of virtues and a ‘poétess
of no mean fame, ctitics have seen in her ‘works, the
mental equipment of ‘very superior order. “They
gee in it the outpourings of a heart dusappoinbed in
15%é,0f a pure soul bereft of its companion, of a chaste
woman pidftig away in sorrow at the impossibility
of being ale to decare the only desire of her lifes
veiled in the imagery of the bulbul and the rose, -of
the rose garden and ths Saki, of the celebrated pair
of lovers, Laila and M&)nun"& What was the real
fate of the princess no JB i8 itt-a position to -say.

Grant Duff the historidgr8? the Marathas, has not a
gingle word about it. - Bk, ‘allthistorians agree, that
Shah, ,Sivaji’s granidson Wﬁf&k@n care of by Rowse-
narat. One historiar stdtdd® -
she had at an early sge Rl ‘burning within her,
and when Sambaji was beheaded, the flame in her
began'to rage, and as a “miaghum opus of her life she
""" volantsersd to térd and bring’ up, the child. Justme
kmnade hﬁa tiothing to say’ about xt

NSRS A

O "Zeb nn-les, Princess; Poeteu,” by Mr Kmhnals.l. M.
Jhavari, wL, ELE, :

+ Another nate of Zeb.un:Nisa,
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Oun the other hand, some English Historians,
have taken up the discussion. Orme pooh-poohs
the idea, stating as his reason that the figure of the
Maratha chieftan was extremely repellanb, and that
a lady, especially a royal one, would never have con-
descended to have fallen in love with him. Sir
James Mackintosh eloquently records his belief in
the love of Zeb-un-Nisa for Shivajee; and Mr. Jam--
Douglas charmingly impresses on the mind
reader, the absolute truthfylness of the f- dtly,
the only authority that serght tommke  oroughly
historical is Colonal Dow, -

Be the fact what it may, it is true that Siva-
]ee «feigned sickness, sent for physicians, took medi-

cines, and Was SOOnreported very ill. Pretending to
have partially recovered, he. .gave great charities to
Bramins and presents to physicians, He made up
 geveral long basketg, whlch were daily sent from his
apartments filled with sweetmeats,to the houses of
different great men his acquamtances, orto be distri
buted among fuqueers at mosques..,...He got into a
basket himself and was than conveyed by his domes«
tics beyond the guards, to an obscure place were he
could get out unseen.......u......Sivajee’s escape was
not known until & late hour on the following day.
His party as well as himself escaped, in the disguise
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of, Gosagens; they vxsxted seveval plweseof reli lﬂ!
;-psqyt Sx,va]qe dndnot throw oﬁvhw I8y ‘ile‘u ﬁ
arrival at Raigurh, which h& m@he& m_Dacem“b
1668, after an absence of pine mi siikhe.»

"Phe introduction' of Bultan Maussth it
ance, is not-out of place: - *Siiltan Mol
zanY was; in many-respeots. a prmee of:
ﬂmwmon; he was brave, generous, “a
‘Bub'with the defects Which some of th
.ptegttained may gogender; he was:fond o

lavish, i'easxlg persuaded. .!...Sivajee did-nbY deoeiv
himself in svpposing that gold nﬁgilt «effect muo
with persons of this Charactor; and he- aoebt&mgl
used it with no sparing haud’%

”Indmn Vemaculara, The
fally drammsed in’]
fmlgeatvof iy uo‘v?élq’
2y ,_\,ﬁevmed yei
v & ,,
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Aparb from its mterests as a story, I am sure, this
romance will help them to glesn something of the
history of their land duting the 17th ceatury.

I have to thank Messers, V. G. Suryanarayana
Sastriar-B. A. Hedd Tamil Pandit, Madras Christian
‘G‘blloge, and K. V, Veeraraghava Chari for having
vevised the proofs, while the work was going through

the- press.
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