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“Tho name CTIOTA is given to a people, as well as to
a Dynasty of rulers, not only inordinary parlanee hut
also in literature, oras age can tako us.  Who thoe peo.
ple were, and where they came from, 1t seews well nigh
mnpossible to determive at present.  That they were m
the country that they occupied in historical times very
wuch earliar than the hegining of Mistory for Sonth India
did not admit of any doubt whatever.” [N, Kiishuasamy
Iyengm's Ancient india ]
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INTRODUCTION,

In this land of ours, it is the habit of nM
speak proudly of their families, of their ancestry, of their anci-
et customs and of their past glory. 1 amone of those people,
and as such, may be excused for writing this short preface. The
Cholamandala Sathalam speaks of the greatness ot my com-
munity.  Thirteen saints, many philanthropists, velir, kizbhar,
udayar, cholas, cholias, ministers, viceroys, heads of civil
and military authoritys and great pocts mentioned in this
wotk are my own castemen. Nced | express the joy I feel
wheaever 1 read of my noble ancestors 2 The Cholia Velala
who made great the land they lived in, and who were made
great by the land they lived in, are not like ordinary folks.
The study of their institutions wiil amply repay the labour
spent on it by the antiquarian or the cconomist. The early
social organisation of the community of Velalas is admirable.
Unfortunately wey the Velalas of to-days have not been able
to preserve those wonderful social structures. The Velalas
had their life made of loyalty and their body made of obedience
to constituted authoritics.  Truth was all they cared for,
Their actions were all benefactions,  They cultivated the soil,
turned the crude gifts of nature into finished articles of
manufacture.  They carried on a wide and enterprising tiade
by land and by sea. Their form of Government was just and
good. The ideal of their life was righteousnesss the aim of
their life, divine wisdom,

Cholamandala Sathakam was written by Athmanatha
Desikar of Velur.  The editor Mr. S. S8omasundara Desikar of
Tiruvarurs has taken very great trouble to collect the valua-
ble and extremely interesting notes he has added to the work,
The incidents mentioned in the work took place centuries ago



z)

ond their aceounts coming down through tradition have been,
inevitably, varied and modificd in differcnt parrs of the Tamil
country, ‘Therc are a so various 1eadings of the text extant,
It is no casy woik to collect, arrange, and weigh the
varicus e wiogs Lo fore publishing Happily for me, some of the
worh of condidering the readings devolved on me also.  7The
work is a little one, unable to deal fully with the lives of the
prisons mentioned in it,  But it is a tiny seed containing in
ittt the huge banyan,  May the Velir flourish, may the fame
ol the Nangur Kizhan, my own progenitors endure for ever,

Dharmasamvardhani
Vilasy Tranquebar, P. A, MuTnuUTnAaNDAVARAYA PrrLan

5 3—10.
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