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INTRODUCTION.

In these evil days for Pandits who have fallen upon evil
tongues and who are branded as old-world men and walking
cyclopedias devoid of historic sense and comparative know-
ledge, none but scholars of either extraordinary pluek and
unquestioned assiduitv or original force and intrinsic worth can
tower ahove the heights of unmerited obloquy and gratuitous
calumny, of narrow prejudices and supercilious contempt encir-
cling them. Of these two classes, some are like cadgers ever
hent on collecting the products of ancient literary delvers,
putting them ship-shape, and selling them in the best market,
while others are like badgers at all times burrowing in the musty
rolls of the past, spending their midnight oil, and worrying
their brains until they garner in their dark dens little
cornshoards of precious truth. These cadgers and badgers
are wanted if intellectual life is to be worthily lived. The
patient indefatigable lahours of a Swaminatha Ayar are
as necessary for the Tamil world as the tireless researches of
a Karthikeya Mudaliar. If the former has unearthed and
exposed the embalmed treasures of the ancient classics, the
latter has traced the history of the forces that had gone to
make up these priceless gems and of the soil where those
formative forces had their gallant play. The benign rulers of
this peninsula, who are ever on the alert to appreciate work
and warth wherever found, have crowned the plodding politic
pedagagie with the sparkling diadem of Mahamahopadhiyayar,
or the Teacher of Teachers, a mark of distinction and honour
well hecoming the genteel scholar. They will not be slow to
recognise the value of this magnificent enterprise and honour
him agdequately whose whole life has been devoted to this
intelligent work of original research Though these typical
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pandits are apparently of the old school and agree in their
blissful ignorance of the language of the ruling race, the
works which are their out-turn show how remarkably they
have grasped the western method, how laboriously they have
consulted the western authorities, and how eagerly they have
imbibed the western spirit. Their works are before the
world, and it is for the republic of letters to appraise and
award them.

This Mozhi Nool, or Tamil Philology, is in three parts,
entitled Exordium, Grammar, and Derivation respectively.
The first part contains the author's arguments for the hoary
antiquity of the Tamil language and for its priority to Sanskrit
and embodies his relative estimate of the two languages in
respect of their general nature, of their grammatical natural-
ness, and of their mutual influence and characteristic excellence.
It may be said that the substance of the whole work lies here
in a nutshell. Vide pp 3zet seq. In the second part the author
gives the history of sounds and letters, their genesis, formation
and combination, their triliteral origin, and the evolution of
words, and illustrates these and other points akin to them
with a lavish hand The third part is at once the most
astonishing and the most admirable of all. As in the seccnd
part the author has emphasized the existence of one natural
form (the circle of the sun) and three natcral sounds (a, k, m)
which multiplied and metamorphosed in the process of the
suns, so in this third part he has derived all Tamil words from
the primal significant sound-letter (s«) and its derivatives
(s1l etc.,) and has brought home to the reader in his characte-
ristic style that all words, nouns and verbs, are causal and are
traceable to the heat of the sun, the life and light giver of the
universe.

On the whole, the Mozhs Nool, which is but a prelude to
the author's magnum opus which he has mapped out, is a
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veritable mine of rare and useful information and publishes the
fruits of a life study It is a work sure to set a thousand
minds a-thinking, ten thousand tongues a-talking, and at least
a century of able pens a-writing. Such a wonderful activity of
minds, tongues, and pens, if induced by this epoch-making
production, as it is anticipated it will, cannot but raise a
plentiful crop of literature on the subject and eternize the
name and fame of this precedent-breaker, this fearless thinker
and original researcher, this assertive and positive character
on the bead-roll of dutiful champions, able expositors, acute
eritics, and sincere adorers of their mother tangue.

M.S. PURNALINGAM PILLAIL*

Prrasaipakam, |
12th Aprid, 1913 §

* B.A, LT, Principal, Camisis College, Vepery; Secretary {o the
Dravidian Research Iustitute, Mudyas; Secretary to the Madras Zamindari
Ryots' Association ; and author of A Primer of Tamil Literature (in English),
Seyyul Kovai (Tamil Anthology), Viveka Vilakkain, etc.
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