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(ORIGINALL)

1 was asked with some persistence to say a fore-
word to this useful publication.  This compliment is
probably duc to the impression that I have been in-
sisting on national virtues and ideals forming the
basis of progress in this country,  The book before
me justifies my argument that our literature contains
maferials which ought to furnish the ground work
for the formation of sound character.  In part 1, Mr,
Krishnaswami Aiyar, dealt with stories of a simpler
complexion than in the present volume. In this book
three subjects are treated : (1) Fruits of  good and of
evily (2) Necessity for a religious life ; and (3) Anec-
dotes concerning the three great Founders of Hindu
Religious  Philosophy.  The  stories  arc absolutely
unscctavian  and their selection is unexceptionable.
Very recently a Commiftee of which 1 was a member
had to consider the question of imparting religious
and moral instruction in our Schools and Colleges.
It was pressed upon the Committee that there are no
suitable text-hooks for the purpose. So far as the
Tamil-knowing population is concerned, there is not
much room for this complaint, Mr. Krishnaswami
Aiyar’s efforts are caleulated to give our boys in their



( FOREWORD

most impressionable period of life a good knowledge
of the aims and ambitions which guided our national
heroes, The stories colleced by him reveal the wealth
of material there is in_our Puranic literature which
can serve to impart religious and moral instruction to
our children  without trenching upon  debatable
ground. I have always felt that it is a baseless asser-
tion which says that non-polemical religious instruc-
tion 13 impossible among Hindus, This book is a
complete refutation of such a theory.

L cm glud to find to find that consider able discrimi-
aation has beeu showen in the sclection of stories. There
is o pedantry in the narration, They are such as will
appeal to young ninds with directness and force,
Mr, Krishnaswami Aiyar is spending the evening of
his life in real service to the country,

EGMORE, $

2ud Nevember, 1912, T. V. SESHAGIRI AIYAR,
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