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PUBLISHER'S NOTE.

Like most other gems of Tamil literature, the Life of Sri Ramanuja
by Vadivalagin Nawbi Dasa has Jitheeto lain hidden in cadjan manuseripts,
musty with age anddecipherable by none but the practised Pandit. It is now
for the first time offered to the public under the distinguished patronage
of His Holiness the Swimigal of Vinamamalat Mutt whose love of letters
is ouly equalled by his practical zeal in applying s mueh as possible of
the resonrces of the Mutt over which he presides with such dignity
to the promotion of lewrning, both seenlar and religions. o No less valuable
has been the help vendered inits publication by Brahma Sei Pandit P, R,
Krishnamachariar who undertook the refponsibility of collecting the neces-
sary manuseript copies and editing them,-a task in which ho has already
shown a rare skill and earned a just veputation by publishing several
other works of great merit. 1t s to e hoped that his indefatigable
industry, and vast and aceurate seholarship will be the means of bringing
to light other manuseripts equally precious.  As rogards the present
publication, it is not yuite in the publisher’s province to discuss either its
intrinsic merits or the ewuty of its style. A biogruphy in verse is one of
Jthe Jardest of literay tasks and its chicf diffieulty lies in adapting to a
full and faithful delincation of the meidents of w life so eventful as Sri
Ramanuja’s to the exigencies of ‘metre, The conspicuous success which
marks Vadivalagia Namb’s work is due to his evident anxiety to acquaing
the reader with every detail of the career of his hero, without lingering to
impress him with his own scholarship-a failing which is so- common to
authors wlgtler they sing in*verse or exppund theiv thoughts in prose,
It is needless to say anything more in praise of a work which is Dest
recommended by the soul-stiring greatuess of its theme and the
inspiring devotion of its author.

Sriranaax,
October 8, 1909, 8. M. Rata Raxi Rao,
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