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AN APPRECIATION

To be horn in India where sages and saints lived
their lives and shed their never-fading rays of
wisdom and blessings and that as a follower of the
magnificent Vedic Religion is a very rare privilege.
The ancient Hindus considered life as a temporary
gojourn only and worked for the freedom of the soul
during this sojourn by living a truly religious life and
following faithfully their sacred Scriptures, the Srutis,
Smritis, Puranas, etc. Such a holy land is now being
trodden by the terrible Demon of Atheism and
Mammon-worship and the ancient religious truths are
being trampled under its crushing foot. True Bhakti
is fast vanishing and the modern youths are daily
falling a prey to that terrible Demon. During these
days, like an oasis in a desert, here and there some
truly religious men are still to be found who are
anxious to infuse the ancient religious spirit into the
minds of the modern youths by writing really valuable
religious books. Such books are a real need now in
this country especially to cultivate the minds of the
young school-going population.

One such valuable book was handed over to
me hy Mr. H. Krishtaswami Iyer of Thachakadoo.
It is * Aramarinthiyatral, Virunthombarchirappu”
(i Buppe—almsCemoud Epiy) It is caleulated
to educate the modern youth in ancient Vedic truths
and to infuse a truly moral and religious spirit into the
minds of the young and old as well. It treats about the
well known story of ** Siruthondar.” The story, though
well-known, is given an altogether new garb and is
rendered in an interesting and instructive manner.
The style is splendid, the tamil is chaste and simple.
The flow and the alliterative felicity and rythm make
the book very pleasant reading. Here and there one
finas, apt quotations from Thirukkural and other well-
known works. Now and then the author rises into
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poetic heights and the description in several places
reveals the author as a great Bhakta. The Dharma of
the House-holder or Grahastha is mentioned beautifully
and emphasis is laid on the fact that he exists only to
help the other Asramites. The Duties towards Athi-
this are well brought out. The duties of a chaste wife
are clearly stated. The significance of ancient rites is
given here and there in order to educate the mind of
the modern unbelieving youth, The Advaitic philoso-
phy is treated in some places in a most easy and
interesting manner. The description in many places is
really splendid. The appearance of Bairava in chapter
10, the feelings of parents towards their child, the
vexatious way in which the Divine Guest is worrying
the parents and the patience with which they put up
with Him are magnificently described. The way in
which the poor parents, at the bidding of the Divine
Guest, call out their dead son is highly pathetic and
would move even the most stony heart. Then Siru-
thondar is graced with God’s presence and the moral
learnt from the story is mentioned.

The Book is really useful to the students both
boys and girls. It is calculated to cultivate not only
their moral and religious spirit but also their Tamil
larguage and style and it would enable them to express
their ideas clearly and beautifully. Such a book as this
is essential to the school-going population and I hope
that the School Final Board as well as the Univer-
sity would surely recommend this book and prescribe
it for the students and thus promote the moral and
religious spirit of the youth of our country.

R. SOMASUNDARAM AIYAR, B.A., B.L,,
Advocate, Mylapore,
AUTHOR OF
“Sri Kamakshi Thiruppugazh, Ambal Ashtakamalai,
Ambal Thiruvahuppu, Devi Kilithookku Sathakam.”
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