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PREFACE.

Besant’s Mahabharata—*The Story of the
Great War." I have undertaken the transla-
tion of the work at the suggestion of Mr. C.
Muttukumaraswams Mudaliyar, B.A., Zamindar of
Chunampet. Mrs. Besant’s permission was obtained

éHIS BOOK is an adaptation of Mrs, Annie

at the annual Theosophical convention at Adyar,
in December 1899, through the How'ble Justice
Sty S, Subrakmanya Avyar, K.C I E., who suggested
the publication of the book in parts in a monthly
magazine. Accordingly the first four chapters of
the book appeared in the Fnana Bodhinz, one of
the leading Tamil magazines in this Presidency.

It would take nearly two years if the remaining
portion of the work were to be completed in the
above magazine. As this would entail long delay,
I have, at the instance of many of my friends, deci-
ded to bring out the whole in book form at once.
The present book is a reprint of the chapters that
have already appeared in the magazine, with addi-
tions and several other improvements; and it com-



iv ) PREFACE.

ptises the A'di Parva and the Sabha Parva, the first
two Parvas of the Mahibharata; and two other
parts, which are now in the Press, cover the remn ain-
the portion of the great epic.

My thanks are due to Mr. T' T'. Kanakasundram
Pillai, B A., Head Clerk, Educational Department of
the Government Secretariat and to Mr. V. G. Surya-
niriyana Sastriyar, B, A., Head Tamil Pandit of
the Madras Christian College for revising the proofs
and for many valuable suggestions which thev made

while this work was goiug through the Press.

MADRAS, %

Awngust 10, 1901, K K. M
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