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KUMARAVEL
MUMMANI KOVAL

INTRODUCTION.

HE expression Mummant Kovai—gwwanfl46srcoa—is
composed of three words vie, epargy+wati + Carma=
three + gem + garland, In other words, 1t is a garland of three
gems, The gems referred to here are the three different kinds
of metre employed in this poem viz., Achenyapa (gRfuiur),
Venba (Qaawrur), and Kalithural (sef 5 ga p). 'i‘he term
garland has been appropriately used 1nasmuch as the differ-
ent kinds of verses are so connected with one another, as to
torm one coutinuous string.  This form of versification, bears
the particular name of Anthathy (95818) in Tamil prosody,
which means end 1s the beginning.

2, Though the work is coupled with the name of
Kumaravel (@wr@asr)—the Presiding Deity over all the sever .
al towers and the five theatres (Sjbusw) of the most ancien ¢
and celebrated of the Dravidian Shrines in Southern India,
Chidambaram—it is more a philosopnic discourse on the con-
nection between God and Soul. The chuet hero is the Dravi-
dian God Muruga or Kumaravel—the young lover—and the
herotne is tue mind, metamorphosed 1nto a lovely damsel,
seeking the hand of Divine Muruga. Besides these there is
one more character, whois the maid ot honor attending on
the heroine.
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3. The poem before us is not of that class we come
across in these prosaic days. The style employed by the
poet is consonant with the metre adopted by him. The
lofty spirit that pervades it, and the vigorous and felicitous
diction in which it is clothei are all his own. It is said by
an eminent authority® that the “ most striking characteristics
“of the poetry of Milton is the extreme remoteness of
“ the association by means of which it acts on the reader.
“1Its effect is produced not so much by what it expresses
*as by what it suggests.” This may well be said of the
present work. In adopting himself to this ideal standard,
the poet has not followed the beaten track, traced by
the present day writers. For they write verses and
not poetry, They do not “employ words in such a manner,
“as to produce on the imagination, the art of doing by words,
“ what the painter does by colors.” The dignified position
attained by our talented author is seldom reached by the
crowd. Again it is the practice of present day writers to use
such trite and common place ideas, and clothe them, in
equally undignified language, as to afford no room for sublime
thoughts, and to allow no opportunity to the reader to make
out a poem for himself from any one of them. It is also their
inexcusable sin, to indulge themselves in the free use of
foreign words and strange idioms, without at least passing
them through the established crucibles, as if the Tamil lan-
guage were soimpotent as to beunable to find adequate words
and expressions of its own or so bankrupt in ideas, as to
express modern thought and cope with the advanced state of
civilization. One's regret becomes intensified when it-is
remembered that such a tendency is encouraged by educa-
tionists who are Indiansin everv sense of the term. All this is

* Lord Macaulay.
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due to the want of acquaintance with the best Tamil litecature
and its noble traditions. But our poet has kept his ideals
steadily before him, and thus revolutionised the existing
state of things. In doing so he has taken us back to the
period of the third sangam—the augustine period of the
Tamil literature-about the earlier centuries of the Christian
era. Any one who peruses the verses inthis work, would
mistake them for those of that period perhaps for some leaves
out of the Silappathikaram or the Manimekalai, Here I
should warn te reader against supposing, that the Mumma-
nikovai dedicated to the central figure at Chidambaram is the
same as the present work.

4. The poem opens with an invocation to the Deity as
in the case of all Indian works. Here the poet seeks the
intervention of the Pillayar or Karpakavinayakar at the en-
trance to the temple at Chidambaram to vouchsafe success.
Next the work is divided into thirty arguments. The first
argument is an apostrophe to the mind calling upon it, to get
on as best asit could, making itself sure that its knowledge,
desire, and actions are those of its Lord, In the nexttwo
stanzas the Grace of God is sought both directly by the
heroine and through the medium of her waid. In the fourth
argument the heroine suggests the surrender of the mind,
speech and body, as hostages for the favour she seeks, and
perhaps for the due performance on her part of her duty. In
the fifth argument she “tondly asks” why He who wus able to
bestow the celestial world on the Gods (Devas) should be con-
tented with a humble place as the forest of Tillai (Eacoecaria
agallacha). In ‘the following argument, the heroine 1nsists
upon the necessity of Grace. While seeking His protection,
in the seventh argument, the idea of one Supreme God has
been vividly brought before the mind of the reader.
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Next the inconsolable state of mind is depicted, and it is
found fault for not adoring Him. While discussing what is
Grace in the next one hundred lines, the problems of this life
have been discussed with consummate skill. The state of the
mind fermented as it was, had necessarily to be cooled down
and with'that object, the maid announced that the winter had
set in. In the thirteenth argument, while the heroine reiter-
ates that it is impossible for her to do without Grace, she
discusses the important tenets of the Saiva Siddhantha, promi-
nently amongst them, the intimate relation between God and
soul after it clears itself of all its impurities which are the
foundation of the endless births and deaths in this world. In
the next argument there is ¢n address to the mortals in this
world, pointing out the condition in which they are and what
troubles are brought about by their actions—good and bad.
The trite ground of the transitory nature of the pleasures of
this world is next treaded on, followed by a message through
the mind to the hero, to represent to Him that He was the
origin of all things and that she adored Him in order to ob-
tain beatitude. In the twentieth argument the heroine desires
that she should wed him, and in that state of mind addresssd
her plint to the antelove and the bee, while her maid ad-
dressed thesea. The purport of the next argument is that
Grace would be granted wherever there is love. The twenty
fourth argument is supposed to have been addressed to the
swan, but in fact it was meant to explain an important stage
of yoga when God and Soul are identitied with onc another.
In the following two arguments the maid and the her 2ne
address the Lord and in the twenty-seventh they arrive at the
conclasion that it is not an easy matter to obtain Grace. In
the next the heroine repeats her desires to the Lord, followed
by the consolation offered by the maid. Finally the maid
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tells the heroine in unequivocal terms, that is the duty of man.
to seek the Grace of God and it is left to His pleasure to-
grant it or withhold it. The concluding portion of the poem
dedicates the work to Kumaravel (@wrQaer) as He and He
alone is fit to own it.

5. In concluding this introductory notice, I should not
omit to say a word or two of the author of this beautiful little
poem—Mr.V. ThillainayagaMudaliar. He comes of a prominent
family in the District, which early took to the art of agricul-
ture, and commerce on a grand scale, in silk and yarn. His
family is better known in connection with the great shrine at
Chidambaram. In pursuance of the time honoured practice,
adoration is paid to the Deity six times a day commencing at
4.in the morning and closing at about 10.in tne evening.
The very first one which is supposd to be a very important
rite is performed at the cost of the family of the poet, which
was founded by one Vellapirantha Mudaliar (Qaee] Jpig
@psalwri) at some time beyond the memory of man. Owing to
the disturbauces caused by Hyder and his redoubtable son,
the family records have been lost in the confusion created by
them, but there 1s no doubt that Mr. Cundasa wimy Mudaliar
the father of the poet was a lineal descendant of that great
man who founded both the family and the religious trust, The
whole family is a gifted one as all its members ar: Tamil schol
ars, Our author has rummaged the whole range of Tamil
Literature both ancient and mocern and he has very few
equals. He very appropriately holds the office of Vice-Presi-
dent of the Tamil Sangam at Chidambaram and is aa
Honorary literary Associate with the Tamil Le<icon Com-
mittce. Again as a matter of pleasure and daty to his country,
he daily devotes an hour or two to the Pandit class attached
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o the Saiva Prakasa Vidya Salay established . at the place by
he great religious Revivalist and Savant Arumuga Navalar,

6. In commending this valuable contribution to the
iterature of the land of his birth, to the Public, it is my
ervent prayer that the author young as he is should continue
0 dovote his spate moments for improvement of his mother
:ongue, and add more to its literature both in verse and prose
in the style adopted in this poem, and that the public should
encourage him by prescribing the present volume as a snb-
ject of study in the higher classes of High schools and
colleges, and that the university should be pleased to perform
the same office by making it a text for the M. 4, and other
xaminalions, as it deserves to be treated as such,

StvasiLEM T. PONNAMBALAM PILLAY
15th December 1918, } M.R A S

Relived Excise Commissioner of Travancore.
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