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literary treasures most zealously, They would rather
see them perish hefore their own eves than see them
in the hands of strangers and non-believers.  This
we know to he very foolish, and has resulted in
incaleunlable loss to the old Titerature of this country.
This book, as it ix, has boen awaitad for long by
pandits and laymen 5 and we are sure, the portion
of the commentary now made available will satisty
their highest expeatations. Kven Sivagnana Yogi's
small commentary far surpassed all other existing
commentaries on Sivagnanabodham; and it s no
wonderthat thisDravida Maha Bhashyam
nx it has been ealled should be the repository of the
highest erndition and scholarship.

The publisher of this Volume has been kind
enough to ask us to write this introduction ; and it
is with great diffidence we proceed to do so.  The
grestness of Sivagnana Yogi himself, and our short
sequaintance with lus work would not enable us to
record a proper appreciation of him or of his work.
"Those who have moved among Tamil scholars would
hove noticed with what awe and respect they speak
of this great Scholar and Logicinn, Grammarian an‘l
Poet, Commentator and Controversialist. He belong-
ed to a Saivite Mutt and wasamilitant Saivite, and yet
his great literary powers have won him the admira-
tion of the adherents of other faiths. There have been
great poets, or great grammarians, or great writers
on philosophy, but the merit of Sivagnana Yogi was
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in that he was great in all these different depart-
ments of learning: and what iy much raver he
brought a healthy independence and o very elear
and keen intelleet inall his diseussions and judg-
ments. Weseem 1o hear the hissing of his sealpel
when he proceeds to analyse and lay bare the
fallacies of his opponents ; and his erificism has
heen mereiless of ancient weiters of his own ilk, held
in the ighest veneration. We may also say that
his greatness was in no small measare due to his
Sangerit Scholarship. We will attempt here however
a short life of Sivagnana Yogi and s works,
Before we do o we will refer owe veaders to the
imtroduction to our edition of the Knglish trauslation
of Rivagnana Bhodam with the commemtary of
Metkanda Deva, for a full account of this work and
Meikanda Deva and his followers,  Anda brief
summary of it, however. will not he out of place here,
The original text of Sivagnana Bhodum consists of
12 anushtup slokas in Sanserit which s said to form
part of Rourava agama,  This was translated into
Tamil by Meikanda Deva of Tiruvennai Nallur whose
time we have fixed ag nhout the heginning of the
15th centuary.  He added his commentary in prose
and verse called Varthikam: cach sutra is divided
into several adhikaranas or arguments and each
argument iz embellished by an illustration in verse,
Tlis greatest disciple was Arul Nanthi Sivachariar
and his great work Sivagnana Siddhiar claborutes,
in verse in detail Meikanda Deava's work.,  Hin dis-
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ciple was Maraignana Sambanthar and his great
disciple was the great Umapathi Sivachariar. His work
Sivaprakasam is the third largest work on the Saiva
Philosophy. Thesefour acharyas areregarded as San-
tana acharyas, teachers who belonged to the original
guccession from the great Nandi, the first Teacher
of Truth. These and others have composed among
themselves fourteen works, and they are called the
Siddhanta Sastras; and these works have dominated
the language and thought of the Tamil people for
the last six-hundred years orso. Sivagara Yogiof
Suryanar Kovil Mutt had composed a great com-
mentary in Sanscrit on Sivagnana Bodha and a
commentary in Tamil on Sivagnana Siddhiar, There
are several other commentaries on the latter work
but none comes up to the level of Sivagnana Yogi's
commentary for clearness of exposition. Sivagnana
Yogi had composed a small commentary on Siva-
gnana Bhoda, and a big commentary called the
Dravida Mahabhashya portions of which are now
offered to the public. ’

In English, Rev. Mr.Hoisington of the Ceylon
Mission translated both Meikanda Deva’s Sivagnana
Bhodam and Umapathi Sivachariar’s Sivaprakasam
more than fifty years ago and which were published
in the transactions of the American Oriental Society.
Father Graul had published in German a translation
of Sivagnana Siddhiar. And in 1895, we publised
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in the year following that of Tiruvarutpayan or
Light of Grace of Umapathi Sivacharya. In 1897
commenced the translation of Sivagnana Siddhiar
in the pages of tho Siddhanta Deepika or Light of
Truth, a Madras Journal in English devoted to
Tamil Literature and philosophy and it has been
completed. Six volumes of the Siddhanta Doepika
havo been published and the seventh is running its
course. [n these volumes, the great Bhashya of
Nelakanta Sivachariar on the Vedanta Sutrag havo
heen completed, translations of various other works
from Tamil and Sanserit have also been published,
tagether with large number of original articles on
the Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. These works to-
gether with translations of the sa-red Kural, Nala-
diyar and St. Manicka Vachakar’s 'Tiravachukam
from the only bibliography in English on the sub-
jeet of south Indian Philosophy and ethica. In his in-
troduction to the six systems of Tudian Philosophy
the late profes<or Max Muller, after pointing out the
importance of texts and translations of this nature
of any information that can throw light on the
chronologv of Tndian Philosophy, and the most
valuable service that the Light of Truth was doing,
stated as follows:—

“Nor should their labours he restricted to Saneerit
Texts.  In the south of India there exists a philosophical
liternture which though it may show clear traces of sanserit
influence contains also original indigenous elements of great
beauty and of great importance for historical purposes.
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Jafortunately few doholars only have takin up as yet to the
stady of the Dravidisn language and literaturs. Young
students who complain that there is nothing left to doin
Sanskrit Literatuve, would, I believe, find their labours amply
rewarded in that field. ”

It rarely happens that hohours come in the way
of Tamil Scholars and it is & happy sign that our
Government should have chosen this time to honour
with the title of Maka Makopadhayaya, Pundit V.
Swaminathayyar; and it is a matter for rejoicing
that the great scholar and statesman the Right
Honorable John Morley should have spoken in such
high terms of the labours of the Reverend Doctor
(r. U. Pope in the cause of Tamil. These shoud be
incentives to the study of Tamil Literature and
philosophy and we hope to see a large number of
our Indian students taking up this study with
greater ardour and benefit.

Sivagnann Yogi was born of a Saiva-Vellala
family in the village of Vikrama Singapuram near the
famous  Papanasam falls in the Tinnevelly District
about 150 vears ago  His original name was Mukka-
lalingar.  His parents were Ananda Kattar and Mayi-
lammai.  The boy was put to school and was making
very good progress. It happened that some of the
disciples of the Tiruvavaduthurai Mutt went on a
piligrimage and halted in this village. The boy met

them and invited them for meals to his house, and
in the abseuce of the father, Mailammai received them
with great pleasure and entertained them. The boy



composed a verse appreciative’ of his mother's kind- '
ness: When Ananda Kdttar returned home, the hoy
preferred a request that he should be allowed to go-
with these ascetics and enter the mutt for his educa-

tion. The father consented to this with great reluct-

ance not wishing to stand in the way of his son's
education. Meikkalalingam reached Tiruvavaduthurai

in due time, and was received with pleasure by the

Head of the mutt and hix education was entrusted to

the care of Velnppa Dexikar who wax famous for  his

learning and holiness, and  held in consequence the

(‘hinna pattam. In his Kanchipuranam, Sivagnana

yogi praises his Acharya in the following verse;

aiQuaCsr. vBQurmEs wEPrws R
o sBuap Jueysrig.
Quiamsusy ¢xgasdgy 4 p@apemp
Curpopemp deariis 5Cspd
wiQays P guadf@ud of i pé
PaCurs i sepsPerCuex
Qeiaflleryw emsQarome. Croniu
QsRsd o Qo araf Seiluni,

That he mastered soon all that he could learn
from his teacher in Tamil Literature and  philosophy
goes without saying. He wax duly initiated and
received the name of Sivagnana Swami and became
an ascetic disciple of this mutt. His earliest efforts
in literature would seem to be his commentary on the
introduction to Tolkappiyam, the greatest and most
ancient work on Grammar and Rhetoric, as also on the
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first sutramn, Tolkappiyam, had already been commented
on by such masters as llampuranar, Senavarayar and
the great Nachinarkiniyar, and the Yogi's essay was a
running comment and critical discussionof someof the
points of differenceand what he considered as mistakes
in these great commentaries. He also revised and
corrceted  the  Virutti on Nannul by Sankara-
namachivayn Pulavar.  Among the Tamil people,
a scholar's merits are in proportion to his high
proficiency in Grammar, and these works would have
sised him at onee in the estimation of  the  literate
of that day.  His short commentary on Sivagnana-
bhodan must have followed these grammatieal com.
position.  Hix reputation must have spread by this
time and he left the mute for preaching aid lecturing
in and about Conjeevernm and Madms.  Near Madras
is n village ealled Thottikalai and there was 2 Muda-
linr who was a great patron of arts and literature at
the time.  Among the descendants of  this  Mudaliar
wns the Inte Professor Ranganadham. Our Youi
secured him as his patron and friend, and  one Thotti-
kalai Submmania Mudaliar beeame his pupil also. The
Yogi having expressed his desire to master  the Sans-
erit langmage, the Mudaliar with great difficulty and
expense procured him ruitable teachers from Tiru-
vottiynr and Conjeeveram.  He possessed  an extra-
ordinary memory. He would simply sit and listen to
what the Brahmin teachers would read and expound
before him and the whole was committed to his
memory,  He soon made himself proficient in Tarka
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and Agama Shastras, in the works of Sri Nilakanta
Sivacharya, Haradatta, Appayya Dikshitar and others
The results of his studies were his translations in.
Tamil of Tarka Sangraha and  Annabhattiyam, of
Siddhanta Prakasika of Sarvatma Sambhu Sivachariar,
Sivatavavivekam of  Appaya  Dikshitar and of a
famous sloka of Hardatta.  All these studies and
works had a clenr object and thix was to culminate
in his great undertaking of the Dravida Mahabhashya,
While with his patron in Thottikalni, and at his
request he composed Kalasai - Sengalanir Vinaya-
ga PillaiTamil in praise of God Ganesa in Thotti-
kulai Temple. The date of this composition is given
as Saka yvear 1647, Karm, Kumbha 27 Revati, Friday
Purvapaksha-2 ; in an appended verse correxponding
to 1724 Tt was on this oceasion his patron presented
him 8 large plate full of gold mohurs which he took -
and at once dixtributed to the poor present on the
occasion—an incident which illustrates how he was
great in heart as he was in intellect. His Kalaxai Fathi-
trupattandi was in praise of Thotti kalai Isvara. In it
oceurs the verse,

“Palar gy Qurflows Gorgw ednrerdy
QsiSy va gL gpargs
220690 savigy Cuss @aley
@O g gpa Qasrgy o
caevds &7 B0 Qurmidar sour
w2 Ouarude OsrgQursr
PaCarers s fsan toulear 6 S0

Qs sd s amrursnaneCw.”



10

“ Parama Purusha dwelling in Kalasai! if you
give me up as the sinner associating himself with
thiose fools who won't believe in the incomparable Text
of the Upanishad which says, “If even the worit
Parish utters the sacred name « Siva” " dwell at once
with him, have loving speech with him, and sit near
and eat with him, ™ [ have no other refuge. ”

j This Text of the Upanishal is quite quoted by Sri
Nilakanta Sivachariar in his Vedanta sutra Bhashya.
But it is strange enough that the published editions
dp not contain this text. Perhaps it was left out as
it, would make the Upanishadtoo sectarian !

Kulattir Pathitrupatthanthathi, Aseedambiged Pillai-
Tamil were composed in praise of the God and
(ioddess of the Temple of Kulattur near Madras.
His Mudumozhi Venba was addressed to the same (God
but it iz an ethical work. The last two lines are a verse
of the Sacred Kural and the first two lines contain
an illustrative story of the principle from the Puw.
nas and other works,  Under ac_ajar g, we
find, ‘

?ﬁ'@&ff.ﬁ@ﬁ Qurar patr & Qeiia £ Querdmiund
Feni Savant_wnp Ap 32 am 65 CanJwar—=>Lanr P
Asrapae Duapddaivar wr R
USSR ApFL O YNE,
Under wrar® nng ocenrs the following: —
Crwr us pd pherunt LonBs avs goris geir
ow applad &higni ConDJoer—nnyisr s
mas gw S aw®i gdnr Sogress
wrar s erpedr QeaPel,



Under seval and svarann we find,

sbui s srarei urpseEGLrD sritmaliu
£0IRS guaresa g5 Qordiost—ried
palug stvssiip yarars Jhsw

K% 585 yovart Qgaiflov,

Guigs F@ aaesyeni Qaer puiisri saefrad
Puggensg gni gnpigar CorQuwar—aoiid o Pufr
Copdpigr rrlgyd swatari & posmi s

& 10 4 Revi un®,

He composed o contum of verses in- praise of
the God in Thumullaivaval near Madms,

Conjeeveram was the seene of his labonrs next
and where he acquired two distinguished pupils in
the person of Kachinppa Mudaliar and Saravana
Bhaktar.  While he composed the part of Kanchi-
praranam, the Second part was finished by his pupil
Kachiapppa.

He cmnpnsml also his Kuaebi Anandas /-’mlr'r'.«lr.
Pathikam. Anandakalipm and tndadi. AN these works
ave distingnished by what Pandits, eall @ ¢ sana
and Qurgg ramar, (choice wordsand words full of
meaning) They are full of rhythm and the diction
i« clear and easv.  What is most remarkable abont
these verses arc however the highest philoxophical
truth which he has introduced into each.  Evenin
his Nattupadatam  and Nagarapadalam, he  embellishes
with his similies horrowed from philosophy,
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Cursluwans’ uanlL yovdlw walsrd Fis g
arslar grézwr Qurer wanyp Quuer wrdifiten
Tgw O‘ll:lﬂﬂ!)‘g;({t‘n yares wrésesn sasr v @ Gte
Qorgawris Quawr pow@af gappwrlsn,

(Even after rains ceased the drippings from
trees did not cease as the Vaganamala submits even
aftor the destruction of Anavamala by the attaining
of gnana).

S@s’ prals gram; Capluw s Canps
@ A0 unelarn oy Carswriid &.0% Cgnppi
KR L wifly o s saflawd Qegsm wr oo
wews wsaplod Depmagll ue grio Curgri,

(As different religionslend ux ultimately to the

same true path, as so many ronds join near a great
city, 8o did the various streams join the River

Palar).

egawys pfyi Qgremenc. aewsd sl luni gasar

Bogpee wi Bugy Fasp Qaroer a@Cp

Qspsgi sz ppilasfp upa s gy Piaw GTW

Fpvem Vsblur® Quranye gy sewunel,

(The people of Thondainadu will not even in
their extreme poverty lack the power to give to the
needy, even though they have to sacrifice themselves.
8o will the River Palur feed the multitude out of its
springs even in the height of hot weather).

Among his controversial essays may be mention-
ed his lNakkana 1ilakka Churarali; and his reputation
of Siva Sama Vadam on thy word “«Bsg"”
oocurring jn a verse of Siddhiar. His criticism of
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the first verse of Kamban's Rantayana sitd his 6wt

answers there exemplify his remarkablo versatile
genius,

His magnum opus was of course his great com-
mentary on Sivagnana Bhodam and all his rare oru+
dition and skill as a dislectism are fully brought
to bear on this work: and we will notice its contents
scparately.

After u life of great usefulness and holiness, ho
was freed of his mortal coils in chaitra of Visvavasu
just 121 vears ago.  And the following verse records
this event.

wer gy afsanr wsdme Cuwd
ysrafraf srlusBer srdeluo—uer gyo

Eoerax Qaralerar Ragrar Csaer
BaCuef tag Pars,

J. M. NALLASAMY PILKAY,
District Munsiff, Sulem,
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