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FOREWORD

66 £YOOD wine needs no bush,” says the master drama-

tist, The Tamil play before us, entitled Sunda-
rangi, needs no foreword at all, for 1t is really very good
wine and can surcly speak for itself and the authoris a
great Tamil scholar, having mastered Tholkappiam as
well as all the old Sangam Literatare. “ Yet {o good wine
they do use good bushes,” continues the immortal play
wright. I would that I had yood buashes to grve! But the
fact is I have almost no bushes to give or lend, for I cannot
pretend to have any extensive or 1ntensive knowledge of
the ancient Tamil Literature, But since I bad the unique
pleasure of hearing the play read to me by the author
himself, 1 think I shall be failing m my duty«o the author
as well as to the public, 1f T 1ot go this opportunity without
putting before the veader what I feel 1 have to say. The
stream of Tamil Literature has been stagnant for many
centuries. There have been vers many clever imitations,
but very few original works. Far-fetched images and cold
conventions have been reigning supreme, for those who
have drunk deep at the old venerable fountains seldom, if
ever, cvince a taste for new springs, and more often than
not look upon every departure, if not with disdain, at least
with dislike. But signs are not wanting to show that very
soon there will be a new era brighter we may hope than
any before.

The lethargy of centuries seems to be breaking up.
New ideas are spreading and new inarticulate soul throbs
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may be heard bv the watchful car. DBut though there isa
sort of imaginative restlessness in the wir, we are still
hesitating about cxpression. The scant courtesy generally
shown to the vernaculars scems to delay in the coming of
the New Age. But very soon the choice wust and will be
made. It will before long be realised that though we may
be bred up in a foreign language, we live and move in our
vernacular  The Engheh themselves reahsed the fact some
six centuries ago.  They tricd a form of Latin and chose
English and Chaucer paved the way for Shakespeare.  Our
fricuds 1n the north have tried Iinglish and are giving 1t up
for their vernacular. T am sure we are going to do the
same.  Who knows there mav be at this very moment a
Chaucer or o Rabinira Nath Tagore lisping in Tamil,
* for the numbers come ™

Tt is therefore mostly as a promise of what 1s to come
that 1 hail this * Sundarangi > But at the same time I
can asenre the reader thit ¢ Sundarangi’ can stand severe
test by itself. Though it purports to be but o {ree transla-
tion of Shakespeare's ¢ Cymbeline,” it is much more than a
free translation.  Only the main incidents in the hfe of
¢Imogen’ could be followed. The characters, including
Imogen after whom the play 12 named, had to be re-created
in consonance with Indiun 1deas and sentiments. To have
done this sncedssfuly is no small achievement, especially
when it is remen'bered that this is Mr Aiyengar's first
venture in the literary field. The ideas and atmosphere
ave purely Indian, and the aroma is essentially the aroma
of the land of Champak and Sirish flowers. Mr. Aiyengar
has at his command both an easy and fluent prose style and
a sweet and chaste poetic style  There 15 one other feature
about the work, which calls for special mention. It ig
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Mr. Aivengar’s firm belief, and firmer is mine, that the
spirit of the Tamil drama is not fully brought out unless
suitable songs are introduced Tt is well known, too, that
the shades of difference among the different ragams mdi-
cate shades of difference in ideas and feelings and that each
ragam bas an individuality which tells, as if m a flagh.
Numerous songs in addition to verses have thercfore been
introduced in - Sundarany;i’ and the tuncs selected are
mostly apt and well known tunes. All the objectionable
fentures of the ordinary Tamil dramas are conspicuous hy
their absence and T feel that this book can safely be placed
in the hands of young and old, of both scxes. ‘Sundurangi
should prove specially useful to the student population wh o
are now asking for bread, but are given stones. The easy
flow of the conversational style, the natural swcetness of
the verses, the elevated moral sentiment and the refined
taste should surely recommend themselves to cven 2 casual
reader. Moreover, ¢ Sundrangi’ may be ima sense looked
upon as a type of what future Tamil drama ought to be,
And as such I have no hesitation whatsoever to press
forward Mr. Aiyengar’s clais to the praise and encourage-
ment of the enlightened readers.

SAIDAPET, }

27th April, 1974. T. A. RAMATYA.
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