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PREFACE.

ERN RS 70 SDSg

Few of the educated classes are unaware that a
valuable mine of Tamil literature les buried in manns-
cripts which by their age are fast approaching  dissolu-
tion. The valne of printing and publishing such
manuscripts cannot be overestimated.  As a pioneer in
this dircetion followed only by straggling indtances
here and there comes Mahamahopadyaya V. Samgnatha
Advar Avergal the talentec Tamil Scholar of the day.
One should admit that it is high time that more people
should follow his noble exampl. ™ any lasting good is to
he done to the Tamil country. is gratifying to note
that Mr. Sarkarai Ramasawwmy Pulavar, the sepior
Tamil Pandit of the Findlay ollege, Mannargundi,
[Tanjore District,has come forward to publish the present
work with an invaluable annotation.  No one can deny
that the Pulavar’s workin this respect is worthy of
emulation by others.

2. The author of this work— Mayuragiri Kovai
is Santhu Pulavar, a well known Poetical genius, who
lived in the latter part of the 18th century. e was the
illustrious son of Sarkarai Pulavar,the famous court Poet
of the Raja of Ramnad and appears to have enjoyed ware »
privileges under the renowned Ruler,Marutha Pandyan
at Qivaganga of the Madura District, at whose ‘request
this beautiful poegqn was composed in honor of Sree.
Subramaniaswami at Mayuaragiri, otheewise known as
Kundrakudi. The work is a good specimen of the poet’s
versatilé genius andis next to noneof its kind in diction
and style except to Tirukkovaiar of Manickavasagar.



N

It consists of 535 stanzas replete with figurative
language and the readers will be struck with admiration
at the masterly way in which the author has conformed
the work to the niceties of the Rules of Agapperul
Tlakkanam. To those who have a turn to the study of
Tamil literature the work will afford ample food for
thought.

3., The right to publish this interesting work with
usetul annotation has been and is rightly reserved to
this gifted young Pandit who is a lineal descendant of
the ‘author. The Pandit has combined in his poetical
talent, musical taste, polished manners, sweet temper
and true picty, and does credit to the family of poets
to which he belongs.  The publication of the work is
momentous task for which the Pandit deserves much
praise. 7he readers will doubtless be able to realize
the amount of thought and enthusiastic labour which’
the Pandit has bestowed upon the work. 'T'he annota-
tions have been approved and appreciated by cminent
Scholars of the Tamil Sangan.

F. SINGARAVELU MUDALIAR,
Stationary Sub-Magistrate,
Mannargud,
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