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PREFACE.

The subject-matter of the first portion of the present
work may be divided into three parts :—(1) The existence
of God 5 (2) The struggles and questionings of the indi-
vidual soul ; (3) Invocation of the grace of God for the
advancement, guidance and protection of the soul. -

The views intended to be expressed thercin ave, briefly,
that God, who is love, permeates the whole universe with
his light, power, beauty and bliss ; that the world is
God's ; that the soul in man is Gods ; thata self or ego
entirely apart from the Absolute is cither a convention ora
chimera ; that the soul derives everything from the Abso-
lute for its earthly abode and happiness and stands to It
merely in the relation of a pensioner ; that the aims at-
tainable by man are circumseribed : and that the difficulties
and obstacles in the way of that attainment are many and can-
not all be overcome by him alone. Viewed from every
standpoint, therefore, it becomes clear that it is necessary
to know God and seek His aid. The universe invites us
to love, to look upon all sentient heings as our brethren.
Every being has its origin in God, More evil lies in ig-
norance of the truth than in God’s world,  The theory of
Bvolution is a partial view of the truth, but it fails to
trace the divine origin of consciousness, the chief element
in all living beings. The existence of hunger, disease,



(ii)

death, &e. in the world cannot, in the eye of the true scer, be
any hindrance whatever to a belief in the existence of (rod.
Such evils are indispensable for action, progressand happi-
ness in the world—nay, even for the exercise of virtue.
They are really blessings in disguise and, to grapple with
and overcome avoidable evil#¥ God has endowed man with
intelligence and will. The will is a part of the machinery
of fate, which latter, is nothing more than the totality of
uatural laws at work. The world, in all its aspects, presents,
to thinking minds, miracles in abundance without making it
necessary on the part of God to manifest Himself by mira-
cles which vitiate the natural operations of His own physical
laws. A life of asceticism is unnecessary and, to some ex-
tent, it is selfish to seek salvation not minding our suffer-
ing brethren. Itis possible to know the God of love through
nature and to worship Him by following Him in the path of
love. It will suffice, for the welfare of the soul, to pray
for the grace of Grod without specifying any temporal aims
and His grace, if deserved and obtained, would supply all
that men need and all that is best for them.

It is idle to build too much upon frail man, especially
on men who have no faith in a Supreme Being, All are
equalized in death and, in view of the “ funeral march beat-
ings of our heart-drums to the grave,” it is important that
we bestir ourselves and do what we can towards widening
the cirele of good for the world, to love all and envy none,
An attempt hias been made in the latter portion of the work
to describe some of the cardinal wants and aspirations of
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the sonl.  The work concludes with an invoeation of God’s
help for the progress and elevation of the soul.

The second part named efabramrdiuwordy is a further
prayer for relief in distress and for guidance in the path of
right and truth.

The third part called ugBsrans is an attempt to de-
tail hriefly the steps by which the existence of a Supreme
Intelligence may, in my humble opinion, be proved by the
negative method of Inductive demonstration, the postulates
to be granted heing:—

1. That « thing, force or attribute, eannot be derived
from nothing.

2. That a thing,
exclusively from any thing, force or attribute, inferior

to itself.

force or attribute, cannot be derived

0

5. That consciousness cannot be derived from any
thing or state of things whichis less than consciousness or
which eccludes consciousness.

4. That a person who is contimously clean-starved
must lose, in a few days, his mental as well as his physical
power; but, (the process not being carried to the point of
death) he can regain the same by taking food,

T. L.
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