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PREFACE.

—

“And it was throngh nature, thus ennobled by «
vemblance of 7;41,95'/{071 and thonuht, that he nppw;(u‘luwl
the spectacle of hwman life Hwman Life, indeed,
is for him, b first, only an additional, accidental
grace on an expressive landscape”— Walter  Pater
on Wordsworth,

DPattinappatai o Tawil idyll of 301 lines, on
which the following is a eritical commentary was
composed by poes Budrankannanar in the middle
of the first censury before Christian era. Tho poem
is set up with simple thoughts and choicest ex-
pressions that characterise a perfect classic. Further
it belongs to the old realistic school of Tamil poetry
of the Pandian academy.

It will be seen from the poem that the poct
who bad had a charming wife whose affections for
him  were unbounded and whose happiness he
songht 10 maintain by areflection of the same
sentiments on his part, once, wade, on acconnt of
his pecuniary straits, arrangements to go to
Kavirippumpattinam which lay very far from his
village and pay a visit to the then prince Karikala-
chola; but when his departure had come to be
known by his beloved wife her mind was pierced
with dire affliction at the thonght of her dear
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husband'’s separation and she became inconsolable
therewith. Struck with the sorrowful attitude of his
loveliest wife, the poet deferred his journey. And
in order to console her he composed this poem in
her presence, addressing to his mind of his uo-
willingness to part with such a charming maiden as
his wife whose caresses were as sweet a8 the reign
of Karikala, even if it were to preclude him from a
rare opportunity of receiving as a gift the richest
city of the great Chola monarch. In speaking of
this gift, he brings in a vivid picture of the natural
and artificial charms presented in the country sides
and the town parts of the Chola kingdom and also
the glory and victory of the prince Karikala in the
midst of his broodings over the soft beauty of his
wife. How artfully the poet links on to rhe central
idea of this poem the scenic beauty of the large
Chola kingdom and the greatness of its reiguing
monarch is a matter for deep consideration.

In his conception of this vast universe, nature
and mind are bound up inseparably, All the natural
products coustitute, as it were, a perfect receptacle
for the soul within. The inner thought-force of the
mind vibrates in snch a way as to mould the elastic
outward matter cousistently with its owu principles.
Aud so, to admire the outward beauty of nature is
to appreciate the intrinsic value of the intelligent
element within. Except through the perception of
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senses, it is not possible for the individual mind to
go deep into the inmost universal intelligence and
lie one with it. When one communes with the still
life of nature, all his thought-powers that were
running before in different chuunels and wasted,
are collected up and converge to one definite point,
in the universal self which illumines its dim surfuco
of thought and makes it %righter and brighter till
its limited area of intelligence is gradually enlarged
to an unlimited extent and gooe one with its own
higher self. Thus a stady of nature forms ono
wholesome element in the old classical poetry of
"Tamil to which our poet Itudrankannanar belongs;
as for the study of human mind 1t conceives that
it can be made effectual only in cloge counection
with the former. Sticking, therefore, to this
priuciple of life with an absolute determination of
mind, our old poet devotes the main portion of his
idyll to portray the rural charms avd the sea-coast
heauties, and then weaves them all into that part in
which his ideal love for his wife stands out in great
relief and colours the whole poem with its soft rose-
gleam. From this it will be manifest that the poem
fascinates the reader’s imagination at first with a
sensuous beauty, then elevates it higher up and
rifines it at last into a purer etherial substance
susceptible of reflecting in itself the thoughts
coming from an unknown source.



The artistic arrangement of poetic thoughts-
that find their expression in chaste and simple
Tamil words, has been thoroughly studied in the
body of hig work. And in tracing np link after link
the steady development of the poet’s central idea
throwgh the poem, I ‘have criticised the old
commentary of Nachchmark/muar which gives a
distorted meaniog of it tn *an unusual ‘and fantastic
manuaer, and have explained its sum and substance
in a more simple and natural way.

The first two portions of this eritical commen-
tary were, at the request of the President of the
Mudwra Tamil Sangam, read before the last annual
meeting of it, and were very much appreciated by
the learned pandit members and others present on
that occasion. Huaving been encouraged at the
reception that was accorded to it and to a similar
commentary of wy own on another classical ode
Mullaippattu which was published some years ago,
I send forth this volume as my humble contribution
to the critical literature of my mother tongue which
is one of the ancient and highly caltivated languages
of the world.

Madras,
25th Sept. 1906. R. 8. Vedachalam.
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