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FOREWORD.

JRSSSSNY, Y.

I owe an apology to Mr. Madhaviah for the delay in
responding to his request to say a few words by way of
preface to this publication. I was at first disinclined to
undertake the task, because I felt that these songs should
be introduced to the public by one who can lay a better
claim to scholarship in Tamil than I can. However,
Mr. Madhaviah insists upon my writing the foreword :
I would recommend a study of this book to all those who
say that the Tamil language is not capable of being adap-
ted to popularise modern ideas: The songs relate to a
variety of topiecs—ecivic life, patriotism, industrial develop-
ment, marriage reform, elevation of the depressed classes
ete. The general line along which poetic thought has pro-
gressed in this country relates to religion, morals, and love.
Mr. Madhaviah’s attempt to bring home to the public the
ideas which are discussed on the platform and in the public
print is worthy of the highest commendation. There are
adaptations from Gitanjali, Scott’s Poems, the Psalm of life,
The Light of Asia ete. The importance of the collection
consists in the fact that they deal with topics which have
not hitherto appealed to Tamil Poets, and which have an
intimate bearing upon the daily lives of men and women
To our womankind the poems have a special interest : On
festive occasions they will be enabled to sing them in addi-
tion to the devotional verses which are so numerous in this
country. They will thus acquire a knowledge of subjects
which are agitating the world of thought in this country. I
commend the book heartily. I hope it will find its way into
evéry household in Southern India.

T. V. SESHAGIRI AIYAR.
Ciary)
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sargn uangall CQeri i @sriourQuen Gaean@o;
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;A'E&pted from A Prayer by John Drinkwater in the Spectator.
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Caan@_ i Gow. Pepar! o ows@mupn 8 p@ad
srewmGib @MQUTEp 2b; o 51 ower 6@ B 5al @1 1i;
srai_p@fuer awea P, Bsrs@nw Qurmar samQ sw;
wrapre ri guo e Qe e ensaporrQoven gy FCaub;

aCI@ams QuOp® T, Sdgew Bew, eTar LT
pLBuran sy e emit@s % pys@n: awms apuGoi;
SL8usCuwii Qurap s e wéFrarsssaed s
RUBuGB» ehrent 5% o Faur Quer Qoved Bris:

@avar Bevairg Govid, @av paur! e saporTer Davau gy PHCavih
yede evere Qurdi@ s Ha % L@urmefeor
saRsdr yoL SHEGH Smannadn H 0w,

saeder AQw aZr iur HBw are e sy 2 NBarib;
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Cunggin #5485 weyaf
XXi. UTLHS .
ueeval,

w1 ps, arps, & W sy @5 Bur arpsGeu!

w&s orh Osren arEsar gws wrsr arpaSal
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Bosar ubs uer B8 prH onEh eay @O

Db wed L1 vud, @ ur an e

was arhsar, Qa6 shsar, sti@o OurnsCa,

shms o awsn shaor el awrps@eal  (anps)

Qenenw e P, sswars s awawn Qear A,
S, s, Qgriiaw Qurer p goraw g pQal,
Qurarwn sar@ur digm arp, yaraw sripBe,

wer i Bpss oNés, erassr gbarw arps@al (eurgps)

@>p8e apew 1 L apar v Qarg BsaGr

Aanpuye @en u@avran arapn Coiavw CuraiGu,

sapda urd aeflgg @wrap Lry s7EELI®

B pach @i g b ur pa, WIaph et s, et pela (aurpa)






