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No enterprise is 8o praiseworthy at preseuv us uu

upt however humble to add to vernacular hterature.,
¥ here 18 no doubt that with tho exception of a few mis-

glonary bodies overzealoig in the cultivation of tho languages

of the country in which therr hfe-work 18 cast and of the

Government vaguely mterested m preventing the undue

sacrifice of the vernaculars to Bngl.sh, the cause of vernacular

education 1 this country 18 suffering a great deal for want of

stout championing It 1s true that occas.onally appeals have

been made to the public by devo.d gcuntlemen and public.
bodies for active co operation in raising the vernaculars from

their moribund condition. But the endeavours they have

cal]led forth have indeed boen so feeble that they are not cal-

culated to counter-act such potent causes of deterioration ;

as the great in-sufficiency of demanl for high vernacular

schalarship and the consequent want of public regard for it

a8 is evidenced 1n tho nuserable salary of vernacular pundite

in schools and colleges. But apart from what the Govern-

ment can further do to help a great people in their earnest

endeavours to elevate their native langnage I believe the
cause will greatly bo strengthened if every educated gentle-

man dewptes a part of his leisure hours to improve hs know-
ledge of the mnother tongue a 1 4= in the Uffusion of this
knowledgo among the membeis o he tamily. Sutable and
mmteresting bookd i the voraacular a.¢ quite necessary for

this p-irpose, both Liter.rv and scienbific, providing food for

thought and assimilation for both mmen and women vounyg
add old; and so the importance of any voluntary contribu-

tion in this direction can never be overated.

There are three kinds of Tamil Literature in which
our ancient® are said to have excelled ; namely, Poetry, Songs
and Dramas. Of these only the first has come and done ta
in somse form but the other two have been entirely lost tg"@¥.
In recent years, effortd haye been made to add to the former
and revive the latter. Peekry being the gift of the few and
inconsistent with the dull mechanical life of an advanced age

+has receive@but little substa.nﬁqm additions either as epic or
:a8 dramatic composition. On gh other hand dramas in prose
have been attempted to som nt; whereas, songs sung to
music are chiefly confined*tn %_@ made to suit the
tastes of & demoralised aud D m@&*ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&’m‘?l%@
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A new field of activity has howevor been opened by
the intioduciion of Novels from the West. As the namé
imp}ies. it must have been of comparatively tecent origin even
in the west  Though at first mtended to be a fictitious nar-
rative profes-ing to be conformed to life, and intended
exhibit the operations of human passions, especially love,
sense was gradually widened so to meludo berides * Romancefig
in which lighly nnprobable inaidents ave mtroduced, novols
of histoiical, philosophical, and seitntific nterest As tho
matter m these novelr generally contuin much that appeal to
the decpest feclmgs of wan, Jhey casily find their way 1o
Tamil Litorature.

Much ca wion 5. however needed on the puart of
those who undersake a work of th.s kind  Onr passions are
wild and nced 1o be tamed f they shoald have woral value.
An indiscrinmate appeal to the ungovern «d senfnuents of the
readers 1v proae to briy aboat a contrary etfoct 16 18 indoed
a pity that the most fundamental principles of the working
of the huian mund should be neglected by some anbhors who
pander to the pablic taste m vhon foverish anxucty to mborest
and 80 to invite the attention of the readers Liove is often
degraded though fromn no conscious wmotive may be,
and, what 18 worse. piclnres are brought 1 quite
meongruous wnd most revolting to the moral sense of cultured
public.  Novcls should be taiue to Life; and authors may justly
exposo evils in the social and private lifo of a  cowmr:umty.
But this prine pleis often toe litaally vadorstood, and b s
no difficult m ouar daye to mect with anthors who take
vomblng walks mto forhidd m paths of p vate i foand take
trouble to de eribe scngos which should nover be commutted
to the ponoas all or suguest sdeas which has gies b moriheng
efftct It scems as f those wiilers imagme Lhat there s
nothmg in the daly life of a man that cannot be opencd to
public gaze, and beliove that, the more they are labonrmg for
the oxposition of snch hidden vicos. the more are they labour-
ing for the causc of hnwmanity. The world moves' more by
suggestions than the seymons.

The language of a novel should necessarily be of a
high standard. except where the auther has introduced charac-
bees representing low life who may be made to speak in their
own colloquial language to give the scene a realistic effect,
and to break the sententious effect of the language of the
author. But how often are the limits for the use of such
dialogues transgressed in some of our vernacular novels, i
which they are either dragged in or overdone, with no other



mohive than that of popularising them. Such a prediliction
8n the part of aft author cannot fail to produce an unwhole-
some effect on the language of his work. In some NQvels
which pnurport to be translations of foreign ones the matter
is sometimes an adaptation of the original without vregrrd to
their suitability to native conditions, In most cases the
janguage is translatory.

From the foregomg remarks it should not however
be mferred that all the productions of the kind of our litera-
ture ave of little value. There are indced many good ones
already in the field such as ** Pramakalavatheeyam ” ¢« Path-
mavathy ™ vte., bt Novels such as those of Scott, or Dickens,
or Thackeray or George Elliot have yot to be written. In
fact the best productions siem to be the carliest, and this
may be due to the fuet that the character and the aims of the
authors themselves have gone down to a considerable extent.
Tt will bo desirable that authors have always a settled theme
bo work upon and facts are woven vound it, which though
foreign and boriowed. may be assiimlated and made indi-
genous by being invested with a native garb. Ponmandala-
wmannan a Tamil novel by « Athreya Srvee Krishna Sastriyar”
is an adaptation of the + Count of Monte christo” by
Alexander Dunas " and is tho second novel published by
him, his first novel being « Venivathy ” published in 1909
1t 1s weibton in easy and good Tamil, and brings out clearly
the moxgl of the or.ginal which shows how a man of wealth
can make uso of it for the good of the society, for the corree-
tion of vice and the upkeep of order. The author is highly
qualified for the task by veason of e proficoncy m three
tainguages Tamd, Sanskrit, and English: and his extra-
ordinary powers of composition both in prosc and in verse in
Tainil.  His characteristic assiduity and earnestness well
known to all his friends ave clearly scen in the attempt in
which he has tried to make his characters as Dravidian as
possible without at the same time dJetracting from the
grandeur apd merit of the theme in the original In the
covrse of his work the author has tried to solve such difficult
social problems as «“ Widow re-marriage”, « Marriage after
puberty ", Reforms m religious observences’ etc. and his
moral mstructions to tha’young of both the sexes by means
of conversations are highly valuable. His work, therefore, I
dare say wal no’ go unappreciated.

Tinnevelly, N. R. SUNDRAM AIYER M.A. L.T.

4th March 1918 Head Mastery Govt, Traintng School,
Tinnevelly.
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