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PREFACE.

%{ HIS is a classic Tamil Purana held in great esteem by all

Tamil scholars. The author ic an eminent scholar who

lived in the latter half of the eighteenth century and a

perusal of his life-sketch which appears in this volume will

show the great esteem in which he was held by his contem-

poraries. He was a voluminous author and his written

sevéral poems, especialy Puranams. This Purana speaks

of the greatness of Tiruvanaikoil, otherwise known as
Jambukesvaram, one of the greatest of Siva temples in Southern
India. The diety in this temple is known ag the Aplinga or the linga
of water, on account of the tradition that the goddess there formed
the lingam outof water. Even now we find water ever surrounding the
diety. The origin of the temple, its greatness and its legends are all
described in full in this Purana and the prose summary given in the be-
gining would supply a deal of interesting information. This temple was
in a muchneglected state and Mr. S. R. M. C.T. Ramaswamy Chettiar,
a prominent Nattukkottai Chettiar, exerted his best to resuscitate it.
The estimated cost of rebuilding the temple was about twenty lakhs of
Rupees but Mr. Ramaswamy Chettiar and his father worked hard
without in any way being discouraged. The Chetty community respon-
ded with their usnal generosity in the matter of building temples, but
still the brunt of the burden lay on the shoulders of the father and son
who nobly and cheerfully undertook it. The old dilapidated buildings
were completety demolizhed and in their place rose a most lovely edifice
with sufficient light and air. The dieties were left undisturbed and the



un

Sanctum Sanctorum was built as of old. The Kumbhabhishekam was
celebrated ina very grand style at a cost of over a lakh of Rupees and
His Holiness Sri Sankaracharya of Sringeri graced the occasion by his

presence. His Holiness Sri Sankaracharya of Kumbakonam also was
there. The presence of such holy personages added a halo of sanctity
to the occasion.  Mr. Ramaswamy Chettiar, as a member of his com-
munity built the grand temple; as a very pious person himself invited
these holy personages for the Kumbhabhishekam and had it celebrated
in the most religious style; and as a lover ofliterature himself suggested
the printing and publication of this Purana, The pictures that appear
in this volume were all taken after the Kumbhabhishekam and hence
represent the new buildings. In conclusion I am specially indebted to
Pandit M. V. Ramanujachariar of Kumbhakonam for his excellent

summary of the work in prose given herein.
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