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Preface.

1 have perused thiswork Thiruvathigai Puranam (Spafas
;rremd) of Appaviayer of Panruti with very prear interest and
{am glad to say that I have found it highly instractive both from
v religious and a literary point of view. It exhibits deep study
wvide knowledge and unique skill on the part of the anthor who in
118 usnal way has spared o pains to make his treatise highly bene-
ficial to his renders and | may add that the sublimty of his thoughts
and the felicity of expressions employed throughout are only equal
i0 the grandeur of the subjecr. As regards the style itis simple
elegant and flowing and it may safely be asserted that the author
nas succeeded in adding delicacy to the already sweet Twmil which
the name itself implies.
" Further the similes the metophors and other figures of speech
in which the work abounds are so apt and sweet that they reflect
great credit on the poets powers of observation and reflection.
Besides in one of the chapters he has taken opportunity to intro-
duce certain curiously wrought stansas which afford evident
indication of his literury skill and bis mastery over the Tamil
language.

For the subject matter of the work the author is indebted to
K. R. Sivachidambara Mudaliar lateTamil Pundit of Saint Joseph’s
Coliege Cuddalore an eminent Tamil scholar poet and sage who in
his splend:d little work entitled Thiravathigai Manmium S@e Sms
wrerdlu) a store house of precious truths in clear and coucise
language proves the excellence of the Saiva Religion and its claim
to universal recogaition and establishes the Superiority of Thiruva-
thguSthalam (Sme Sesavgan) over other sacred places. The worlk
is evidently the result of patient and thorough research and ripe
kuowledge and deserves the careful study of one and ail. In the
present Puranam the author has dealt with the events dwelt upon
in the said Manminm in a very able and elaborate manner and hag
besides brought to bear upon it the impress of his originality and
poetic genius.
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, The work besides is highiy characteristic of the author who i3 a
pious unassuming 'l'amil scnolar of real merits and as such is
calculated to melt the mind of the reader aud insvire him with
piety and love for God us well as to elevate his morals and ennoble
his character thereby creating an evident desive to follow in the foot
wteps of our great sain's whose noble mission was to elevate man-
kind from their moral and spiritual degeneration. And asif to
jus'ify his claim to the title of Vukisa Bakis Navalar (ar@sugs
sraewi) heras wvoked the blessing of Thirunavakkarasu Swamigal
by pretixing each enuptor of his work with a stanza devoted to his
praise. )
By the publication of this work, our poet has done great and
inestimable service 10 the cause of Saiva Religion, which forms the
very core of Hindvism. Our Lord Siva is the self same Supreme
Being who ig called ParaBrahmum (usl9ribwi) in Vedauta sastras

and Para Sivam in Swiva Siddhantn Sastras, He is Omuipresent

and Omniscient und dwells in all souls. The doctrines of Hindnism
are based swictly on wcientifie priuciples, and are of universal
application; and these are truly andfaithfully conveyed in the Saiva
Siddhauta Philosphy. Theyaresuited toall classes and grades ofpeople
and are calculated to satisfy the aspirations of one and all and
bring consolation to their minds. These facta can be clearly made
out by the reader of this Puranam in wbich the author has taken
‘opportunity to inculcate several other painciples of the Hindu faith,
and enumerate the various daily cbservances in the temples of Siva.
which thongh apparently are meaningless have ench a spiritual
significance indicative of the reverence to which our Devine Father
is entitled.

One of the chapters is devoied to extol the glory of Lord Siva
Whoin the exercise of his five great fuuctions (U@#&8s58wd) is
represented as waking his sacred and joyous Dance. All-pervading
though he is, yet he remsins unaffected by his operations. The mani-
festation of God in the form of Nataraja, the Celestial Dancer
on the worldly stage, asin Chidambaram is indicative of the noble.
trath that He is similur.y dancing in the minds of His devorees as
the very lifa of their life, and that those who are capable of compre-
bending Hiza in this light can remain unmaffected by their worldly
cancerns thoug hthey may be in the very midst of them, :

The chief item of interest in this Puranam lies in the life of
Thiranavakkarusu swamigal, and his services in connection with the
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Temple and God in Tiruvadigai. It is the scenc of his toils,
trials and persecutions, his devoted services to the Supreme Being
and his many acts of self denial and devotion. It was reserved for
him to bring out prominently, and exmbitpublicly the ancient great-
ness and glory of God in this swcred place, as manifesting Himselfin
the Siva Lingam of the great Temple there. 1t being impossible to
comprehend the incomprehensible, and the fact of the nll prevad-
ing nature of God being conceivable ovly by the privileged few who
are vozeesand Guanees, it is the Will of our Lord Siva in His unboun-
ded mercy to manifest himself in Temples in a certain form, so that
He may be accessible to worship by all people, in view to the
forgiveness of their gins and the attainment of their salvation. Ag
explained by the late esteerned Puudit K, R. Siva Chidambara
Mudaliar in bis valuable work, the shape of Siva Lingam partakes
of the form of Sri Pranava Panchaksharam (uf Jremaucsensaurn)
The T'amil country would seem to be the favoured land of God, as
it is liere that he has manifested Himself in various forms, and made
his many wonderful and miraculoussports. The Samana king Pallava
who was quite discomfited and disgraced in his attempts to diss-
uade saint Appar from his belief, at last prostrated af his feet and
beggedtor forgiveness which our saint graciously granted, and direce
ted bim to demolish all Samana Temples, and with the waterials to
ercet a Temple dedicated to Siva and worship Him there. This
temple is still in existence to the east of the great Tewmpleof Sri
Veerattesuarer though in a deplorably ruined condition.

The reader will do well to ponder over these and other matters
8o admirably dealt with in this work and it 1s hoped that the author’s
merits will receive due recognition at the hands of the Tamil

public.
B. Annamali Chettaiar B. A.

Sub Registrar, Panrutti.

w0 ggmipant piy® gyaisofiupiio g,
e
Tiruvadi is one of the ancient shrines of Siva. In its early days
it appears to have had another name which is now obsslete and not
geverally known to the public. In Thevaram we find that Swomj
Appar addresses Siva in this shrine as “Adiyaraya Mangalathan.”
and at a still more remote ptriod we see that Munayak'on
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Flavaraynn one of the kings of Pallava family who fourished sbout
1200 years before, made an incription on the walls of the Temple
that he had made ceriain endowmeants for it in the above name.

The exact date of the origin of the Temple is not kuown ; but
from what we can gather from the late epigraphic survey of the
Yemple we mny assert that it should have renewed at some time
between 1200-1500 years before, as Archeloy proves the ab-euce
of Temples and written language before 2000 years and History
declures that the iustitution of Temples among Hindus other than
the jaina is purely of Brhamanical origin, which should therefore
necessarily be atsome subsequent date to the Aryau Emigration
into Southern India.

We oan not image to ourself the Temple as it now stands as the
Temple in its primitive nge. The Temple has evidently undergone
various changes in its form and structure since the date of its
foundation, The prime Temple. Garba Graham’ is clearly of very
ancient date, and the other portions of the Temple were gradually
added at long intervals. The grand imposing tower in front of the
Temple is only of recent origin. The figure of too fishes beautifully
linked by a hook and a ring on the scalptures of the small tower
walls at the eutrance to the Temple isa very strong proof that it
should have been the work of one the Pandyan Kings as we all
know that fish is the emblem of the Kings of that dynasty.

The Temple appears to have no Sthalapuranam of its own. A
few years buck appeared from an illustrious author a brok under the
title of ¢ Tiruvadi Manmyam’ compiled for the most part from in-
formation regarding the past history of the shrine, contained in
anicent religions wo.ks. I believe that the present puranam by
Appavier is the first poetical work that appears ae its Sthalapurnam.
It 18 a pretty large work written in sweet Mellodious metre abonn-
ding in all the beautics and excellence of Tamil literature. The
ideas of the author are lofty and liberal and they do not sink into
‘sectarian spirii’. The one remarkable feature of the work is the
author’s deep flowing love and devotion to Swami Appar, which is
evidenced by the opening stanza of each chapter which is a fervent
prayer to ‘“‘Swami Thirunavukkarasu” and this peculiar attschment
of nis to that Venerable sage bas justly won for him the enviable
name of Vagisa Baktha Navalar.

P, V. Kuruttalvar Naidu.
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