


INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

It is seldom that a good actor is able to write a good
play. In the few instances in which he can and docs
wrile one it 1s sure to possess the merits that accrue
from lis posscésing a stand-point which is necessarily
somewhat (liffer'é)g"[ from that of the dramatist who is not
anactor. 1f it is true that on-lookers sce most of the
game, itis also true that ‘there arc'some points in it
which can be seen only by those who actually engage
in it. Mr. A, Krishnaswamiah had won a wide and
well-deserved reputation as an amateur actor long before
hie ever thought of pulting pen to paper to indite a pla
It is pot difficult to detect the merits of Vasanthilia
duc 1o the author being an intelligent and capable actor.
‘The actor will find no difficulty in mouthing the senten-
ces and the audience will find the alwayseeasy and at
times sweet flow of the language an undeniable comfort.
There is a dramatic quality in Vasanthika, which, para--
doxical as it may sound, is seldom found in recent South
Indian dramas which are epics or romances of varying
merit disguised as plays. The plot is carefully construct-
ed.  Vasanthika is a romantic drama. In reading if,
or hearing it read, or better still in secing it properly
acted, one finds onesell wandering in an old-world
Indian garden where the air is fragrant with the sceat
of Indian flowers. But the moon that shines over-
head is sick and [everish with the sense of impending
eclipse, and in the shadow of the flower-beds that.border

# An appreciative sketch of Mr, A. Krishnaswamial's carcer as ane
amateur actor, with a portrait in costume, appeared in the Men and
Women of India for November 19of.
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the path through which the gracious Vasanthika wan-
ders lurks a deadly serpent.  The moonlight dies, and the
scented garden is enveloped in gloom, and the serpent
coils round Vasanthika, and the deadly [angs are raised
to strike.  Dut the eclhipse passes and the silver moon
shines once again in the pure serene shedding her
healing balm on Vasanthika's brows, and the hand of fate
snatches the serpent in the very act of striking and
strangles it. Mr. Krishnaswamiah succeeds in translerring
to Vasanthika the pathos and the passion that are
so characteristic of his acting. DBesides in some of the
dialogues there is an intellectual quality that renders
them very attractive. Altogether, Mr. Krishnaswamiah
has succeeded in producing a play on which lovers o the
Modern Tamil Drama may congratulate him and congra-
tulate themselves.

A, VAMAN PA]
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OPINIONS.

M. R. Ry. S. Davanaxvam PILLAT AVERGAL WRITES ;—
“Vasanthikay” written by Mr. A. Krishnaswami Iyer is doubt-
less a very desirable contribution to Tamil Dramatic Literature
on modern lines [ree from slavish adherence to the Oriental
Dramaturgy. ‘The plot of the story is well conceived and the
style is plain and simple throughout. Although this is the
maiden attempt of the author he has displayed remarkable
skill in artistically linking together several excellent situations
from the stand point of science of histrionics for which he

has considerable natural aptitude.
i

[ sincerely wish that the author will employ his undoubted
Listrionic talents in the direction ol producing well thougl
out Jiterary works of a similar nature free [rom lypo(rrdpluml
errors which, unfortunately, occur in this first instalment of his
publications.

M. R. Ry, V. V. SREENIVASA AITANGAR AVERGAL, b A, 5.
wRITEs :—] have read with considerable interest, the wpy you
were 50 good as to send me, of your ¢ Vasanthika'-your literary
first born. The language is,_generally [re
and [ am O‘ldd you have followed the right path and success:
fully w ithstood the latal temptation of the young and ambi-
tious author to appear learned by being pedantic. The plot
has points of merit and the scencs sustain the interest in the
story. The action is also brisk. The characters are fairly
defined in outlize. RBut I will not flatter you that the work
is perfect.  You need not despair of the futility of [uture cffort.
There is abundant room for improvement especially in details
and in the way of development ol characters. But I forget I
am not writing a criticism. Suffice to say that the faults such
as they are, are only those of a first-born. Lmaciation of parts,
dnproportmn in others, inexplicable patches, absence of sharp
lines, a ¢ nfusion of resemblanreq uncertainty of colour and
the like are characteristics which do not detract from the
general excellence of the work or the promise for the future.
It seems to me that the work which you are proposing to pre-
sent to the public would represent the remarkable instance of
an actor inspired by the stage and blossoming into an author,
The aroma is, I observe, throughout, appropriately enough,
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that of the stage and not of the studio.  May it go forth into
the world and De welcome as amongst other thinzs a noble
Hlustration of the elevating influence of the stage. May it have
Tong life and prosperity m its world clect.  And may it have
many sisters and brothers born hereafter, still more beautiful
and more potent to instruct and inspire.

M. R, Ry, 1. Kaxakasusparam Piiian, AVERGAL, B. A,
wrITES @—I write to thank you for the copy of your pleasant
drama—Vasantika—{rom a perusal of which T have derived
considerable pleasure. 1 think it excels in muany respects—chietly
in point of style and in the treatment of character-many sinilar
works which have lately appeared in Tamil. 1 notice with
regret that there are a number of printing mistakes, which I
have no doubt will be removed in a second edition.

M. R. Ry. P. Sampaxpa Munarivar AVERGAL., B. A., B. L.
wRITES :—I have gone through your book © Vasanthika” which
you so kindly sent me. I have been impressed favourably
with what Tread. 1 really think that Tamil Literature re-
quires 1o be improved very much, so far as the field of fiction 1s
concerned ; and all efforts in that direction ought to meet with
the encouragement of the lovers of this ancient tongue.  I'hope

yon will turn out more original works in future.  Wishing you
all success.

M. R. Ry., V. RAGHUNATHA SASTRIAR AVERGAL B.A., M. L.,
wrITES :—1I thank you for the copy of ¢ Vasanthika” which you
sent me.  Of its literary merit T am hardly competent to say
much. Asa drama its successful production on the stage on
more than one occasion bears ample testimony o and aflords
full guarantee for its excellence ; and I need only add that 1
bave always looked forward with very great pleasure to a
performance of “ Vasanthika.” Your rendering of the hercine
is it to rank with your Leelavathi, Chandramathi, Padmavathi
and Ratnangi.
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