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PREFACE.

e

IT1s an acknpwledged fact that the Tamil Christian Church
is sadly deficient in vernacular htcrature of a really high-class
order  Many of the works at present in existence are mere
translations,—and for the most part very literal ones—of popular
English books  Morcover they are wnitten 1 a style wiich, while
it 1s intelligible to the ordinary reader, possesses no pretensions to
literary ment and does not attract the attention of the more
thoughtful and intelhgent section of the Tamil commumity — The
author of the book before us has, therefore, at the cost of much
time and pains, laboured to produce something which shall be really
worthy, from a literary pomnt of view, of ““ the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God.” The devout and ntelligent reader must judge

for himself as to the measure of success which has been achieved

A few remarks are necessary, by way of mtroduction, in order
to clucrdate the object and nature of the poem which 1s now, for the

first time, placed before the public

1. The author’s object,—Asits Litle implies, the work n ques-
tion 1s based, as regards 1ts general plan and structure, on John
Bunyan's immortal allegory, “ The Pilgrim’s Progress” The aim
of the author has becn to adopt the plan of that mimitable story,
but 50 to clothe 1t in new and elegant attire as to present it to us
mareally Tamul guse Those who arc acquainted with Tamil
poetical compositions and the laws which govein them will be
aware that there are certain featurcs, 1n respect of arrangement

and tljustration, which arc considered mdispensable  These fea-
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tures will be found to have been faithfully preserved, except
whore the observance of them would have been inconsistent with
the ligher laws of Christian truth and purity. The result of our
author’s labours, spread over & period of no less than 14 years, is
a beautiful classic poem, compnised m 5 books, which are divided
into 47 sections or cantos and contain in all about 4000 stanzas

2. Points of contrast with Hindn poems.—While our author
has followed, wherever possible, the accepted laws relating to
Tamil poems, 1t will readily be seen that certain points of differ-
ence present themselves, arising, for the most part, from the
grand requirements of the Gospel — For example, those impure
metaphors and questionable similes which defile the pages of so
many Hindu books are conspicuous by their absence here.
There is a ike omission of that tendency to gross exaggeration and
of that puerile fondness for the wonderful and the incrediblo
which form so striking a feature m the famous Indian epics.
The mind of the reader 1s directed here, throughout, to *“ things
that arc true, honest, pure, lovely, and of good report.”  Attention
15 also dirceted to the fact that the author has sought to avoid
ambiguity both n style and language Whereas many Hindu
poets labour to obscure their real meaning 1 difficult and ambi-
guous stanzas, our author, on the contrary, has stated his inten-
tion most clearly in the preface and has written in a style which,
while 1tas distinctly good and classical, will yet be easily intelligible
to those who have anything hike a fair knowledge of the Tamil
language It ought to be added that the present work differs
from the standard Tamil classical poems 1n the free usc 1t makes
of Sansknit words. The traditional usage of Tamil poetry 1s to
avoid an admixture of foreign words , but, i these days, Sansknt
has so completely permeated the Tamil language and 1ts rich and
melhifluous words are in such repute that our author Ras felt fully

yustified 1n adopting an mdependent course m the matter. .
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3. Features deserving special notice —Though adopting the
main framework of the ““ Pigrim's Progress”, 1t will be found that
the poem before us 1s ongmal m many particulars  Every
opportunity has been seized, consistently with the continuity of the
story, for the introduction of fine passages which clearly enunciate
the distinctive truths of the Gospel, as contrasted with the tenets
of Hindmsm  The existence of a futurc state,—the true doctrine
as to heaven and hell,—the teaching of the Bible as to sin and
righteousness,—the consequences attending menit and demenit both
in this world and the next,—the Gospel plan whereby Divine justice
and mercy meet together in perfect harmony,—the advantages of
connexion with the Church of Christ and the bright reality of the
* communion of .%amts’,—(h(* spiritual exerases of Christianity in
contrast with the ceremonial observances of Hindwsm,—the
means of grace afforded us herc and the hope of glory hereafter’,~—
all these themes and topics are finely treated by the author  Quite
a number of model sermoncttes and exhortations are interspersed
throughout the poem It should be specially noticed also that
those attributes which are so highly extolled by the Tamil moral
poets (e g patience) are here held up to view, so to speak, in the
light of the Gospel and transfigured by the glory which falls on
them fiom the face of Jesus Christ  The careful reader will
hardly fail to recogmise, also, a wealth of illustration and quotation
taken both from the mspired pages of Holy Scripture and also from

Jstandard Tamil works.

The thanks of all who love the Tamil language, and especially of
those who wish to sce a vernacular Chnistian hterature worthy of
he name, arc due to Dt Murdoch and the Christian Literature
ociety for their kindness in publishing the book before us  They
ave never yet published a Tamil book more deserving of
patronage agd support I would specially commend this book to all
Principals of Mission Colleges and Schools as & class-book to be
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studied and as a vdudde for conveymg to the ninds of Hindu
students the great venties of the Gospel m a form which cannot
fail to attract and nterest  Having read the whole of 1t myself
carefully, and derived much pleasure and benefit therefrom, I can the
more readily recommend 1t warmly to the notice of others, 1 the
carnest hope that God will bless the author's effort and use 1t to

glorify His Holy Name

ParaMcot1A1, ) T WALKER,
Masch g1st, 1894, ) Misswonary, ¢ M. 8.
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