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- " Jainism is believed by many to be the
----oldest religion in India. Its historical begin-
nings go back to 800 B. C. Its emphsis on
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absolute Ahimsa and vegetarianism makes
it unique among great religions and it
looks certain that these two traits were
borrowed by Hinduism and Buddhism from
Jainism. The - contributions of Jaina
savants to Tamil and Kannada culture
deserve to be better recognised. It is a pity
that not even a small fraction of the scho-
" larly attention given to Buddhism has
. been devoted to Jainism, but fortunately
Jainism is still an active, living religion
~in India with a small but influential
~ following.”
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