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*One fundamental reason for failure has been that
while we go on making radical protestations, our educa-
tion to this day continues to be governed by the same
assumptions, goals and values that governed it in the
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days of the British Raj. The #British believed in the
‘downward filtration theory’ under which education
and culture would inevitably flow from the classes to
the masses. They kept the common people away from
education, and education away from life. But things
have not much changed since they left. Even today
the principal beneficiaries of our education, are the'
upper and middle classes. To them also we give a
wrong  education. Our formal system remains
confined to textbooks four walls of a school
or college. It is tied down to textbooks and
examinations. Even then the books are unreadable and
the examinations totally unreliable. The courses of
study are so framed that the students are not equipped
with any productive skills. Whatever education they
receive cuts them off from their natural and social
environment. They become aliens to their own community.
They lose faith inlife itself.” What Jayaparakashji
wrote in 1978 still holds ture. According to him ‘it
also converts them into a parasitic class which Perpectuates
and even intensifies the poverty of the masses, The
system has failed to promote individual growth. It also
bccomes more of a hindrance than a help to bring about.
an egslitarian transformation’. If this be true, can we
say that we have basically departed from the Macaulay
tradition? And, if this is what our education has denc
to us, one¢ may well ask, is not to education better

than bad education?
The othr important reason is that our education

has been a routine sectoral activity left to the initiative
aud judgement of specialists at the desk, controlled
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ond guided. by those far, removed from where people
live and work. The whole system is so completely cntr-
alised that little, if any, initiative is left to people
oven at state or district levels. Education co-related to
life has to be linked to clearly defined social objecti-
ves and comprehensive strategies. But the whole approach
of gevernment actvities is sectoral, so much so that thc
different policies of the government such as educational
agricultural, industrial, forest, water, or even a policy
for scheduled castes and tribes, do not refer to each
other and are often even mutually contradictory, They
are in fact, design to attain objective internal to their
respectives: sectors, and not to any fundamental social
objectives. The result -isthat the only option left is
expansion without proper thought to quality or relevance.
So, our education has expanded without thought to
quality or relevance.

One many admit that for this situation education
alone is not responsible. During the last forty - three
years we have pursued a model of economic develop-
ment that has led to the creation of two Indias-one
of the rich, the other of the poor. A new privileged
class has come into being. 1t holds monopoly over
political and economic power and sources of wealth.
It controls culture and educatien. It is firmly establi
shed evcry where. It is this class whose interests our
education is made to serve. The result is that as in
economy so in education, two parallel systems have
come into being-ome for the rich, the other for the
poor. No wonder, a divided education finds itself
‘totally devitalised, and incapable of meeting the. chall
enges of Independent India’ s natiomal life. To the rise
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and growth of this class, holding sway over the whole
range of uational aflairs, can be traced most ofthe
ills we are faced with the erosion of social and moral
values, weakening of democracy, the partisan character
of our development, corruption and a number of other
elitist aberrations. It is responsible for the impove
rishment of the nation’s very soul. It is, therefore, time
the nation, most of all education, took serious note of
this . phenomenon, and guarded against further damage
to national life.

It is clear that the present system of education, in
terms of education for the people, has outlived its -
utitity, whatever it ever bad, Butbefore we have a new
pattern of education we must have anew model of
development. In  a country like ours, with vast areas
of backwardness, economic, social, educational, develop
ment, democracy, and education have, to go together.
They have to be woven together in an integrated progr-
ame of transofrmation and reconstruction. Peaceful
transformation is an orgamic procees in which economy
and education cannot work in isolation with each other.
Take for example the right to work, Even if it is ensh-
rined in the constitution, it is the economy alone that
can create opportunities of employment, education can
only empower people for work. This isthe principal
reason why, despite growing unemployment, . vocation
eduocation has not become popular. Economy failed
to crate  jobs, 50 vocational training became
meaningless. If people have to be equipped for sclf
"employment there must be a national policy to decentr
alise processes of production guarantee wages. and.
incomes, safeguard the interests of the small producers
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aganist the onslaught of centralised industry and metro
politan economy‘ and ensurc growth with equity. Simil-
. arly if education has to make worthwhile contribution
to national wunity, it must be accompanied by a progr
-amme of strengthen in local communities down to
village or muhalla levels. Itis at those levels that
people have to learn to "live and work together. Real
stable unity -can be achieved only through a prosess of
co-operation and sharing. The lessons and values of
co-existence are not learnt through exhorations. So
also, strengtheing of Local communities is linked with
the development of a common or neighboushood
school system. Life at the community level is inter-rele.
Harijans, adivasis, or other backward communities must
go along with such measures to end poverty as land-
reforms, cheap housing, and village industrialisation
sc shat inaplan of agro-industrial rural economy a
dependable means of livelihood could be guaranteed
to every family. A struggle against poverty is funda
mentally. A struggle against ignorance and injustice.
It includes a struggle  against parochial passions,
fnequity, ill-health and illiteracy. For the poor
devlopment, democracy, and education should mean
emancipation.”’
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We can thus infer that some natural disasters can be
prevented while the efforts of others can be mitigated by
tegular monotiring and timely action. Arial photographs,
-radar images, satellite images of FEarth and information
from weather or meterological satellites like advanced
very high Resolution Radiometric ( AUHRR) help in
monitoring the physical changes on the Earth.
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‘To worship is a basic human need. Politicians, Film
Stars and Cricketers have replaced our avadaras and

munis, saints and prophets, while the Greedy -
God-men, each one claiming te be God himself, have a

field day.’

CGuayn 1967 ywr yopRe ‘Qarudern (Koyna)
ysbugsme Hyelule  poeulgin, o pégepw
QPoug JYav@ser s fszo Caugp piuves, GCsh,
S S Daen s Heumg WwEST Fed GUnwmSS
(P55 PevarsEd o v oD wBHN D, WEH&EHEG Blev
BR&SD pgdluer YJud WINVNTSTEGL P
Qaruiarr  gemewss G YsbUSHSGD &1 Tewrd
TMESTTL ST GSTH, Qapops sHES Hevend
Qeawpei.  aalgd HuHOTd  whaWN @ mibsemw,



152 | B0 povin G

e

wTEph SLUL L Bs 5@ yemwwrawlu et s L
Garéii Sl pmsyb Salfsd siligu ySu
I (A Qo ps@arajd  aavaliiurtssaldme,
QUL Geir e ey Pl wads QFwadr
gy U  QuHoss an@mw&@a; &17 g usr Lb
srérLiong @& ST 8w Hg. @ wH e p O w e wi b
‘@pHwen raaidyan’ prafigife 11.12.958 gmawhialn
ussdHGalu Hw. y@eaw urul (ARUN BAPAT)
S & edersBuyeneriraen.

Gugin prwams Y nHa e sl Raer LD Puyid
SupOTe wésea Qugih— préng rBoksa Qupiod
wwd  upPyd  AaE®  apmops QFdawuTsE
Qswes v@ssT Peoadd Hrse Vpoih sgmeudl @
Boumss cPsg ‘@b’ srehe (12.1295) BDss
S5 Hmen & &m_.@w u&ag@w (Open page) Speumen
LréLit urgs @b erérumd (Dr. Bharat Singh, water
resource Development centre, University of Roorkee U.P)
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If India is to be strong nation, free from degradmg
poverty, it has to go ahead w1th the development of its
natural resources in its own best judgement without being
influenced by the transient fads in the rich countries.
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- ‘Let us hope that Purulia incident shall compel the
Central authorities to undertake a comprehensive review
of the national security apparatus and enforce prompt,
effective and accountable performance by each of the
agencies involved. Unless this is done moqt urgently grave
dangers l:e ahead'.
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