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TRANSLATION
oF
NIDINERIVILAKKAM

1, Youthisa bubble on the smface of the waters,
Abundant wealth is like the Jong waves that voll on the
waters. The body is like a character traced on water, Why
then do we not, oh my friends ! worship the court of our
God ?

2. Learning will teach virtue, and yield wealth, pleasure,
and heavenly bliss ; it will establish a good name abroad ;
and when calamilies befall you, it will lend you a belping
band.  ITence there is no better support to short-lived
mortals than learning,

3. Learning, though painful in the beginning, vill
f(ultimately) afford dolight. It will destroy ignorance,
and extend knowledge. Oh thou decorated with well-
wrought jewels! The evil that springs in the end from
protracted sensual indulgence, cxcceds the frivolous plea-
sure 1t at fivst affords,

4. With learning as a chaste wife, with sweet poetry
as the darling son ol that wife, and with a wide vocabu-
lary as abundant wealth, there arve some who also possess
the talent of adorning a grand assembly.

5. How cxtensive soever it may be, learning will be of
no avail if notacquired under a proper tutor, with due
appreciation. Tven if so acquired, of what use is it with-
oub vigor of expression P Should that also he possessed,
it 15 like a golden flower {hat possesses fragrance,

6. The learning of those who tremble through fear in
an assembly, the blustering words of the illiterate who
fear not an assembly, the wealth of those who neither give
it to others nor enjoy it themselves, and the generosity of
the indigent, are things, the absence of whichis better
than themw existence.

7. Although the god? ss of learning lives in the counte-
nance (of both Brahma and Tamil Pandits) he bears no
comparison to the Tamil Pundits ; for the fame that these
obrain through their work perishes not like the useless
hody made by Brahma,
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8. Toattempl to learn more and more, without digest-
ing by reflection what has been already acquired is like
voluntarily throwing away in the sands the abundant
wealth that was in one’s hund, and then toiling to secure
it by silling the sands.

9. Justus the deeds of charity andertaken by a person
will {ail, should his wife be devoid of domestic virtues,
80 will the learning of the indigent, extensive though it be,
fail to secure even the slightest applause.

10 The world willtalk harshly to him who has no
wealth, althoughhe be kind and humble ; whereas they
will crouch under the feet of the wealthy though they
may bo the reverse in magner Tho inhabitants of the sea-
girt earth are not good and they are sabject to a species
of insanily.

11, Men will do menialscrvicesto therich,importuning
them with suils for redress 2ithongh they be found nig-
gardly. Isit not proper that those who have not performed
great doeds of penance in the former births should dance at-
tendance on thosc who have so done? This is not dus to
ignorance.

12. The learncd need no other ovnaments than their
learning. A perfect ornament set with unbroken gems
to present tho best artistic effeet never needs further de-
coration. Who is there ihat will endoavour to add
beauty to what is pussing fair ?

13. Thero is none who knows everything. Be mnot
proud therefore that yon have learnt all (that can be
learnt.) O thou adorned with heavy car-rings!  even the
hard rock can be broken by a small chisel; (while) it can-
nob be broken by the blacksmith’s hammer, at the forge.

14. Observing the condition of persons poover than
yourself, feel glad at heart that your lot is comparatively’
happy. Besorry when yon see persons cleverer than
yourself, by reflecting “what is all our learning to theirs,”

15, If the learned or therich should be hamble like
the unlearned or the poor who stand in their presemce
representing their grievances, then alone shall they be
said to possess real wealth and learning,
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16. Those who are rich in wisdom will hoar with
pationce the presumpluous conduct of the unwise, Does it
not appear, on examining, that the lighter weight in a scale-
pan riscs higher and higher, while the heavier falls lower ?

17. Tven the good acts of moral men who avoid for-
bidden actions and perform enjoined deeds omly, ave
evils, should theybe pufled upwith self-complacent vanity,
at their having friumphed over the hostile senses, and
preserved themselves steadily in the paths of virtue,

18, The solf-praising of a man who desives to secure
the esteem of the world, is Iike endeavouring to feed a light
by pouring pure water, Kstimableness consists in re-
fraining from self-commendation ; and {rue happiness, in
not secking happiness for its own sake.

19. TTe who desires to secmie the esteem of others
thould always adhere o this principle without forgetting
* That he should extol the virtne and conceal the defects
of others, and talk humbly of himself with all”?

20 The empty words of those who, having learnt the
seiences, teach others, but {hemselyes follow not their own
teaching, should possess this virtue, that they should he
uttered after such deep reflection asio prevent another
from asking this question to theiv shame, * Why don't
you, who have inculeated this maxim, follow it ?””

21. Those who impart spiritual instruction to others
for gold, thus rendering thewr knowledge useful to thym,
derive a further advantage, namely—the strength of
mind to slight the pain anticipated and make the king
of the dead a scrvant (to carry off their own lives.)

22, That a person not destined to learn the sciences,
ghould andaciously open his impure month in the assembly
of the wise, scoms as if he wonld tell his audience not to
Year his stout appeavance, like quadrupeds and birds

hich are frightened at scarcerows of grass,

23. The fault of sabjecting one’s self to the contempt
of the ignorant by driving into their ears whai. one has
learnt, is ono’s own fault, not theirs. Why should
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he who knows cverything fecl pain when another does not
appreciate his worlh, although he himsell has not dis-
covered his character.

24, The great will not dance attendance on the Court
of the king. The mcan will rejoice at what they have
obtained by standing in waiting at the Conrt, The cat
lives in the splendid apartments of the palace. While
the powerful elephant which breaks the post to which it
is tied stands (ouly) at the entrance.

25. The busband is the god of the chasle wife; the
parents are the gods of the children ; the spivitual precep-
tors ave the gods of their disciples; and the sovereign,
adorned with leaf-like ornamnents, is the god of all.

26. Though princes enjoy the sovereign prerogative of
speaking with the eyc and secing with the car, the
fruit of their former virtuous acts, of what use can these
be to them who do not protect their subjeets with tender
merey 2 Of what avail aro mighty weapons of war to a
person devoid of manliness ?

27. It is bettor for a prince to obtain milk from a new
milched cow by cutting its udder than to exact tribute
from his subjects by oppression. Have we not scen
the wealth of those kings increase above computation
who preserve their subjects and obtain their dues in
justice ?

28. A sovercign who will not wait to receive to-morrow
what is duo to-day will not give audience to the distressed
who wish to appeal to him and gnashes hiy teeth when
appeals for redress are made to him ; is neither & king nor
a vedon who planders i the high way.

29. Tersons, who, decorated with swoet smelling gar-
lands of flowers and sundal, elegantly dressed in rich
dresses and partaking of excellont food, hear not the
vigorous and reiterated connsels of the wise, are no better
than corpses endowed with breath.

30. The justice of a king consists in his endeavouring
to ascertain the trath in person, (suspecting the re-
presentations of spies) concealed in secret places, unat-
tended and alone, and in hesitating to act, with the
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persuasion that to detect the faults of othersis not an easy
task. Bubttoremain inexorable in spite of the petitions
of the distressed, is not justice.

31. Theirne wisdom of a king lies in rejecting what
is false in the representations of others and accepiing what
istrue. What will they not say, who maintainin the
face of thie sturtling reality, that a crow is white. There
are some who will approve (as noble) even matricide.

32, Will fools rouse 1henselves to a sense of danger
although it be plainly visible ? No. They canmot see. Al-
though thick flames blaze around their bodies, the moun-
tain-serpents will anake not from their deep-breathing
slumbers.

33, To alicnate the affection of friends, to conlract
friendship with foes, to mock ab spies, to suspeet the
fidelity of friends, to rejeet the efficacious advice of the

+ Wise, and to become chunged in temperament are evil signs
of approaching ruin.

34 With the look of the eye for the bloomiug hud,
the smiling countenance for the full blown flower, sweet
words of tvuth for the wnripe fruif, and gencrons muni-
ficence for the delicious fruit, persons who possess such
virtues are like the inexhaustible heavenly ambrosial tree.

33, The drowsy elophaut will not grudge » small quan-
tity of rice that may drop from its mouth out of & mouth-
ful it receives ; while a crore of crawling ants with all
their relatives will subsist on that small quaniity.

36. The smiles of csteem in the ecountenance of a king,

who holds the brilliant lance, inflicting death on all ani-
mals are superior to, aud more delightful than, the pro-
fuse munificence of once who devotes to charity his hoard
of riches large cnough to diminish the expanding skies,
* 37. Those who, sensible how frail is the body of flesh,
have determined to preserve the body of glory, will not
spare their worthless bodies, in the hope of any future
profit should anything happon even to such as are under
their protection.

32, Should the mcan be certain that they can be
seoure from doath, for ever so short a time, it may not
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be absurd in them to lose their conrage and honor,
for saving their lives.

39, Vivbnous widows, sages who, subduing their sen-
ses, have rehinquished the false earthly pleasures, and
the heroes who stand undaunted in the field of battle,
will {ear not though the mughty Yauma appears before
them adorned with a garland of thoombay* flowers.

40.  Although the body be festered with sores, caten
up by worms, rank with novious stenels which diffuses it-
welf a Guwn e distance around, the ool will heave a deep
and painful groan at the very thought of death. Those
who ﬁmc devived the {ue advantage of their hodies will
notb be sorry to cast ofi that burden,

41, Conteniunrg I the monarch contemns, and com-
mending to his wishoif e commends, the populace follow
the varying tastes and humors of their sovereign.  What
cana vessel do when 1t s borne along o cnrrent of water ?

42, Ministers will not fail to approach {he king
and awake him to the ealls of reason, assailing his cars
with iheir counsels, undeterred by incmring his displea-
sure, The lusty clephant, isunder the sway of its (keoper)
praer and the ministers of a king are also of his nature.

43. Taborimg under the delusion that the Kingisa
friend of yours, do not request of him what you want, on
unseasonable occasions, Although occasionally casy of
access he will generally he inaccessible, He is dovoid of
merey and broods malignity,

44, They will not remember old acquaintances ; they
will not care for the tics of friendship; they will not
regard any other relationship. Kings have no affection
when provoked (with uny); when, they care for noither
friends nor strangers. °

45. Do nob slightingly talk of having waited in the
entrance chamber of the court to no purpose. Your
long attendance will speak in your favor with the sove-
reign and raise yon ultimately to eminence in the cour.

#* The wearing of which is a sign of challongo,
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46. Persons will persevere in their efforts as long as
they live, although their noble object cannot be fully
accomplished. 14 is not wrong to drop the medicine of
life into the mouth of the dying man. Some acts, although
they may appear impossible, may still ultimately be
carvied info cacention,

47, The wise will not remain idle with the cxense
that the decisions of fate will not bo affected by their in-
dolence.  Who will hold a Jamp uncovered in the face of
the violent wind merely to test the strength of its fate.

48. There is a power, which, with unintermitted in-
dustry ac an auniliary, conld vestroy the strength of fate
iteelf. The elald wridsar@uwer, who in the presence
of all the would bafled fate and destroyed Yama is & suffi-
cient evidence.

49. Anact should be carried into execation after wuigh-
ing the tine, the place, thecause and the conseqnencethere-
of, and olten (hmking of all circumsiances worthy of con-
sideration and estimating the strength of one’s auxiliaries.

50, Those who have sef their whole heart al gaining
an object will not regard bodily pain of hunger, will not
sleep, will not take head of the cvils that others do, and
will not even think of the value of opporiunitics lost and of
the injury of slanders heapod on them.

51, These that do not feel the mecessity of being on
their guard against enemies, weak though they be, are
highly to blame. Though the insigniticant frog jump on
the surfuce of & deop pool, is the shadow of an clephant
(owits banks) not reflected (clearly) by the waters ?

52. Sages, who can sway the whole world with a
single word would strive to suppress the influence of lust
(inward passion). The wise therefore will not fear a
crore of focs from without, but will guard themselves
against the more dangerous foes that ave within.

53.  Expose the hollowness of those who harbor malig-
nity in their hoarts under the mask of friendship, and ro-
nounce them. Donotthink that you have tobreak the rules
of decormn, Men will not keep their sores covered but will
try to heal them by incision,
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54. In the case of those that hold hollow friendship
and practise deceit in sccret, it is not to be presumed that
thoir days are not yoi numbered, Yama only seems to
slumber for the tume, unconscions of his own pitiless
character.

55. Fven the good acts of a man who harbors malice
will be considered evil, whercas even the evil acts, how-
ever numerons they may be, of men with spotless hearts
will seem to be good.

56. The words of the kind-hearted, whether sweet or
not, will really be sweet ; but the sweel words of the rude
will be bitter. Qamarsn (borax), althongh a hot
substance will cure diseases, but poison though cool to the
tonch will kill.

57. What is described as virtue consists in avoiding
falsohood, slandering, harshness of expression, and empti-
ness of speech ; in guarding the organs of the senses from
ginning ; and in removing all impurities from the heart.

58, Those who have stood in the paths of virtue will
not condescend to do evil acts, although poverty stares
them in their fuce. The many-spotted male tiger, al-
though pinched with hunger will not feed on the green
grass growing in the meadow.

59, The greatest of virtues is to avoid the wealth flow-
ing from selling one’s birth and truth and talents that
might belong to him and any other thing ; to abstain from
cherishing the hody to the detriment of religious penance.

60. That short-lived mortals, who underrato the value
of what they have, but overrate the valne of what they
have not, should enjoy happiness is impossible. The blaz-
ing fire becomes extinct aficr burning all the fuel within
its scope. .

61. Abundant wealth will ho stable only with those
who toil ou straight in the paths of virtue and, in spite
of pains and privations, acquire riches by means worthy
of their birth and station, indalge not in sin, and covet
not another’s property.

62. Poverty in a benevolent minded-man is better
than opulence; for in the former case he cannot be
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roproached as being destitute of mercy, kindness and
courbesy.

63.  To be poor in good words is far worse than to be
devoid of benevolence,  What can such persons do when
they are tongue-ticd and their mouths locked up by the
blacksmith Sin ?

64. Toallow the talent of vigor of expression to remain
unemployed, is to destroy a proper means of influencing
others. Wil they who appreciate the value of powerful
words hesitale to speak, though to the detriment of their
fortune ?

65. Those that uwnswervingly walk in the path of
virtue and avoid that of wickedness—-howsoever difficult
the former, and howsoever casy the latter, may be—will
never hesilate to perform any the slightest deed of virtue,
provided it brings with it its own virtuous reward.

66.  Of what avail i the courtesy shown to those who
say they will do what does not lic in their power to do ?
Their condnet should be exposed like the merey of one who
cuts off the head of a fellow, lest he should give pain to
him by angry words.

67, Tho ingolent will trumpet forth their actions, evil
though they be, desivous of ostentatious display. Thero
is none in the world who will remain silent afier perform-
ing deeds of charity, as if he knows nothing about it, and
ag if some one clse had done it.

68. He who exposes the failings of others without any
cause of enmiby, aiming al no more effect than derisive
laughter, will be [eared like him who breaks the jaws of &
person simply to see him tremble with pain.

69. Should he who bas faith in God begin to do evil,
the Almighiy will stand before him and punish him with
rigor; whereas those whoignore the exisienco of God are
not so punished.  The father uttors words of admonition
only to his sons,

70.  The wealth of the wicked, although it may for a
time grow, will still yield nothing but pain, It cannob
but be ovil.  'What is bad cannot be songht, afier. Hence
thrir wonlth is like the jungle cow, which ploases by
licking, but kills us,
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71. Those who feel afflicted and ashamed by evil deeds
being over-ruled by fate, arc not inferior to thuse who
move unswervingly in the paths of virlue and whose
praises are always in the mouths of the wise.

72. A person whose wife is robed with chastity, decked
with the flowers of affection, perfumed with female modosty
ornamented with domestic virtnes, and also blest with the
wealth of child-hearing, need not wish for any thing more.

73.  Ascetics will not shrink fromn seeing their bodics
become lean althongh they are benevolent and merciful.
Will they who have {o enter a celestial abode reared up by
wisdom, deign to cherish this false tenement of clay, rank
with corrupt flesh ?

74, Those who indulge in the enjoyment of sensnal
ploasures, frivolous though they be, will velinguish allother
delights for the sake of these pleasures, ‘Wil they who,
have completely bathed in the great ocean of supernal
bliss fall into the infernal pit of sceular pleasure ?

75. Some there are who waste their days and nightsin
doing many uscless things with rash haste. Should
they bo ledinto theright path by some means, they tremble
with fear and are confounded,  How can such escape the
evils incident to bivth P

76. It may be proper in those who know tlhe term of
existence on carth allotted to them, to waste theiv yonth
inindolence, with the excuse that they may do acts of po-
nance in old age, Kven sages who know when they
will die, will perform rcligions austerities without
delay.

77.  Although a person may begin to do acts of good-
ness, evil fate envious of his prosperity will lead him into
evil ways ; just as the robber ab dead of night misleads
the traveller on the highway into dangerous paths.

78  The robe of ascetic devotion, worn by those who
have cut off all carthly ties, is nob like the cont which
preserves ab least the sense of touch if uot the other’
sonscs ; for that affords no shelter to any of the senses.
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79 Y fond men ! who indulge i the ways of fraud,
1ejuice noti 2t the success of your guile  Wisdom consists
n trembhing with horror at {he thought that there 15 One
above, who watches ovar you wherever you may practise
your decert

80 Slandcrous words utiered m scaact will spread
abroad, as if the Almghty wae trumpeting them forth
The noaicus stench of putridflesh, althon_ heloscly covered
up, will alluct the senses of distant persons

61 It the weuk should fall fiom vutue they may save
themselves by some means wheteas the stroug have no
means of safcty A fugnle thing, when dislodjed from s
posttaon, does not fall with v loud 2 wh~~ven 1l 1t falls no
mjury 15 done to it—but such 1 not the case with a
heavy thimg

82 The wts of the great unlike tho e of the mein,
will not be condemucd althou, I they moy scom unproper
Aze those who charish then body with ficsh to be compar-
ed with thost who saatficc vcow) to ppease the suczed
flum¢, and thereby cwse 1 un?

83 Thc Sunts  thit possess our heuts but + hose
heartsarcmtmm possessed by God Alnn, hty, instiuc! men
of cvay natmo,  Iipting then melructions to the kind
of reception that they might 1ceenve fromthan hewers
yeb these, Iike Him who stwnds aloof from all 1elations,
never allow themsedves to be governed by iy ties of aflue-
twon towards obl 1 mcn

84 Those who hwe obtumed the Inonledge of
Truth will not dizeet these scuses towards things that aic
umeal , mahing 1t than scle objeet to d scovar the tauth,
,they will gnaad then senscs  Making the prescrvation
of the senscs the door-post, and {eu of quilt the door,they
will curb themsclves withthe bolbol equity and be wbsocb-
ed m the Dexly

85 Iake the first-born presented by his chaste
consort, to the husband who has sounded the depths of
knowledge, the beatific visions of auth that float m the
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minds of holy sages constitute real happiness, All else
is evil and painful.

86. Those alonc can attain flnal emancipation who
study the works of wisdom, appreciate the traths they con-
tain, feel not the pride ot knowledge, avoid what 1s prohu-
bited in them and perform what they enjom, purge the
impurities of their nund by what they have acquired ; dis-
cover the means of securmg heavenly bhss, stand in con-
templation unmindful of any other affairs, and appreciate
the divine natare.

87, Some there ave that sleep, (intheeyes of the world,)
but are wide awake m their excrtions alter the knowledge
of Truth, judging thimgsaccording {o the 1evealed 1eligion,
but discernmg what 15 Truth by then own reflection.
These do really ““see things” in then observation , and
when they dream in such a fergned sleep of thews, they
do 1eally, “ find the Tralh.”






