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The Government of Tamil nadu has announced Tamil 16-bit encoding (Unicode and TACE16) as  
 

standard vide Information Technology (B-1) Department G.O.(Ms) No.29 dated 23.6.2010. 
 
 
 
 

As decided in the above G.O., The Government has developed the Tamil fonts and Tamil 

keyboard drivers for 16-bit encodings (Unicode and TACE16), which are to be free distribution to 

all the government departments and the general public. 

 
 
 

 

Welcome to Tamil nadu Government Keyboard Interface Installer 

 

A Unique Software that allows you to use your favorite package in your favorite language - Tamil. 
 

 

TN Govt. Keyboard Interface supports both the 16-bit standards, TAU (Tamil Unicode) and 

 

TACE16 (Tamil All Character Encoding for 16 bit). 
 

 

TN Govt. Keyboard Interface supports the latest Tamil'99 Standard and Typewriter keyboard 

layout. 

 

This user manual allows you to install this unique software in an easy, step-by-step manner. The 

software is also designed to be both functional and user-friendly, thereby allowing you to continue 

your tasks with minimum keystrokes. 

 

We hope you will enjoy using TN Govt. Keyboard Interface. 
 

 

However, if you feel that further improvements can be incorporated, we always welcome your 

suggestions. Please e-mail your ideas to tamilvu@yahoo.com. 
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A. INSTALLATION OF TN GOVT. KEYBOARD INTERFACE: 
 

1.   Login as a “ ROOT “ user into your system. 
 

2. Copy the contents of the Installer files into a folder in your system. 

 

3.   Open a Terminal window and go to the path, where installer files are copied, 

 

4.   Run the script “ Install “using the following command 

 

>/sh Install 

 

This “ sh Install “ Command will install the application with required files. 

 

5.   If you logged in as a Normal user, copy the contents of the Installer files into a folder in your system 

 

6.   Open a Terminal Window and go to the path, where installer files are copied and type the followin g 

command 

 

>/ sudo su, - this command will prompt for the password, enter password and elevate the normal 

user to super user. 

 

 
 
 

 

7.   Run the script “ Install” using the following command 

 

>/sh Install 

 

This “ sh Install “ Command will install the application with required files. 

 

 



 

B. STARTING THE TN GOVT. KEYBOARD INTERFACE: 
 

1. Go to Applications Menu and go to sub menu Tamil Keyboard Interface, then click 
 

“ TN Govt. Keyboard Interface “  
 

 
 
 

 
 

(or) 

Open a Terminal window and type the following Command 

>/TamilKeyboardDriver 
 

Now the application will run in the system tray as shown below 

 

 
 

1.  By right clicking the system tray icon, you can load the driver. 
 

2.  Select “Applications” option for use the keyboard Driver in text editors and other 

applications. Choose “Browser” Option to use Keyboard driver in Browser based Applications. 
 

3.  You  can  toggle  between  Unicode  and  TACE16  encodings  as  well  as  change  between 

Typewriter and Tamil99 method of Input methods. 



 

C. KEYBOARD LAYOUT MENU: 
 

To Select the Keyboard Layout and Encoding method right click the system tray icon, 
 

 

By clicking the “ Load Driver”  option you can Enable and Disable the Keyboard Interface 

 

Here you can select your favorite keyboard choice from among the available keyboard options 

in the interface, by clicking the appropriate option. 

 

i. TAMIL99 –  UNICODE –   Tamil99 works with Unicode Encoding (select the fonts starting 
 

 

TAU or any other Unicode fonts). 

 

 

ii. TYPEWRITER - UNICODE –   Typewriter works with Unicode Encoding (select the fonts 

starting TAU or any other Unicode fonts). 

 

iii. TAMIL99 –  TACE16 –   Tamil99 works with TACE16 Encoding (select the fonts starting TAC 
 

 

or any other TACE16 fonts). 

 

 

iv. TYPEWRITER - TACE16 –   Typewriter works with TACE16 Encoding (select the fonts starting 
 

 

TAC or any other TACE16 fonts). 



D. OPTION MENU: 

1. Right click the system tray icon and click “ Options “ , 
 
 

 
 

2. You will get the following Options window, 
 
 

 
 

 

3. By clicking Dropdown Menu for Layout you can select the desired Keyboard Input as indicated 

in the following figure, 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

You can also use Keyboard Shortcut Keys for changing the Layout and Encoding Methods. The details 

are as follows, 



SHORTCUT KEY FOR TYPE IN TAMIL 
 

 
 

Following are the Keyboard shortcut keys for changing Layout and Encoding 
 
 
 
 

1)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 1”  key you can enable Tamil99 / Unicode Combination, 
 

 

2)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 2”  key, you can enable Tamil99 /TACE16 Combination 
 

 

3)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 3”  key, you can enable Typewriter / Unicode Combination, 
 

 

4)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 4”  key, you can enable Typewriter / TACE16 Combination, 

 

5)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 5”  key, will enable English Input. 

 

6)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 6”  key, will enable Application Input. 

 

7)  By Pressing “ CTRL + SHIFT + 7”  key, will enable Browser Input. 

 

Important Note: 

1. “ CTRL + SHIFT + 5”  is not a Toggle key between Tamil & English 

2. In Browser Mode, Fast typing will result in missing of Characters. 

3. In Browser (http://www.google.co.in), Tamil typing is not possible in center search text box.  

 

 

HELP MENU 
 

 

 



 D. TAMIL KEYBOARD LAYOUTS: 
 

Tamil99 Keyboard Layout 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Typewriter Keyboard Layout 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



F. TAMIL KEYBOARD KEY SEQUENCE:  

 

Keyboard sequences for Tamil Letters in Tamil99 Method 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Keyboard sequences for Tamil Letters in Typewriter Method: 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


